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Rhodes Orchid Odyssey 
1st – 8th April 2026 

Led by Sotiris Alexiou and Rachael Alexiou-Ayrton 

Day 1, 1 April. Arrival day on Rhodes and conditions were awful, with a significant storm system 
impacting the whole of the Dodecanese region.  Strong winds were the main concern, and 
unfortunately after lunch all incoming flights were diverted to Athens.  This meant the whole group 
were sadly unable to arrive as planned, but we all kept in touch and established that a 
replacement flight was planned for the following morning.


Day 2, 2 April. The weather was excellent today, and yesterday’s events seemed now like a bad 
dream.  Everybody managed to fly in eventually and we met at the airport at around 11am. Under 
a bright sky, we reached our hotel in a little more than an hour. The results of the storm were 
obvious on the road, but the authorities had been working since early light, so the roads were safe 
and clean to drive. We reached our hotel at the village of Monolithos, a village situated just 
perfectly on the island to enable us to reach all our major destinations. 


Since the conditions were so perfect, it took us only half an 
hour to get settled in our rooms and be in the vehicles for 
our first encounter with the amazing nature of Rhodes. 
After picking up our lunch from the bakery in Embonas, we 
took the road up to the mountain Attaviros, the highest of 
the two mountains of the island. We walked the road for 
about one kilometre and found our first – and plenty – of 
Ophrys reinholdii and a few O. sicula. The pattern on the lip 
of the first was astonishingly varied from plant to plant. We 
also saw our first Red Cage Stinkhorn Clathrus ruber, an 
unusual species that we would encounter again on the trip.  
Among some common Mediterranean plants, like Moraea 
sisyrinchium, Anemone coronaria and A. blanda, and 
surrounded by a forest of Cypress trees, we focused on 
some of the highlights of this area, such as Cyclamen 
rhodium which was in huge numbers and the endemic of 
the area Lithodora hispidula. Sotiris explained that 
lithodora, λιθοδώρα, means the ‘gift of the rocks’, as the 
plant is a chasmophyte.


With the help of the vehicles we reached a higher altitude. There were more orchids: Limodorum 
abortivum growing from the earth looking very much like sticks, but not in flower yet. We saw 
quite a few O. ferrum-equinum, O. reinholdii and O. apollonae, with plenty of Neotinea maculata 
with just a single Ophrys dodekanensis. Himantoglossum robertianum was still in flower and we 
found a great example to photograph. We also saw our first Orchis anatolica and as a final touch, 
Ophrys candica.

We descended to a lower altitude and made one last stop, for a key orchid species: Ophrys lucis. 
We found small numbers of this rare orchid, alongside O. reinholdii, Ornithogalum nutans and 
Muscari neglectum.

After a long and eventful couple of days we were glad of a welcome and traditional meal of 
Moussaka made by Irini at the local taverna in the village, followed by an early night.  


Day 3, 3 April. Due to the strong winds blowing near the sea, we changed our programme and 
headed inland today, to the middle part of the island. The first stop was dedicated solely to the 
magnificent and peculiar Ophrys persephonae. We found our target species, and among the 
thorny bushes we saw also a few O. monolithia, as well as the colourful Muscari weissii. Plenty of 
Lavandula stoechas were around, as well as two cistuses: C. parviflorus and C. salviifolius.  
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Our second stop gave us plenty of joy, mainly 
because of the orchids: Anacamptis laxiflora was the 
main inhabitant of this wet habitat. We saw our first 
Serapias, S. bergonii alongside the tiny Ophrys 
bombyliflora and O. polyxo. Rachael located a really 
nice surprise: Romulea columnae. But the joy didn’t 
come just from the plants. Bob shouted and we all 
turned and saw an Asio otus Long-eared Owl flying 
above our heads! It landed nearby and we all had a 
nice view from a close distance and took a few really 
nice pictures. We even managed to locate a tiny Tree 
Frog Hyla arborea jumping among the grass!  

We moved further east, until we reached the east 
coast. In an olive grove, we enjoyed plenty of Serapias bergonii and a few S. parviflora. The 
Ophrys plants we saw all belonged to O. calypsus, very colourful and showy, but no O. colossaea 
was in sight yet. March was rather cold and had slowed things up.  Alkanna tinctoria was there, 
including one specimen with unusual all white flowers. 

Unfortunately, the rain came just in time to ruin our picnic! No matter of the effort to set up a table, 
we enjoyed our homemade lunch inside the cars. 


We then travelled north and visited a dense conifer forest, in 
anticipation of seeing some flowering Limodorum. But in vain, 
they still were behind. We could also see some Paeonia plants 
that were already over, which wasn’t surprising considering we 
were at a reasonably low altitude. We did have another Ophrys 
candica and some nice tiny O. oreas amongst a carpet of 
cyclamens and leaves of Colchicum macrophyllum. Next to 
our cars, on a rock, two more interesting plants: Quercus 
aucheri and Papaver purpureomarginatum. 

Mainly because of the annoyance caused by the rain, we were 
in need of a good end to the day. We found it near Embonas, 
on a nice slope next to the road. Large numbers of orchids, 
next to each other! Ophrys ferrum-equinum, O. reinholdii, O. 
cornutula, O. polyxo, O. dodekanensis, O. monolithia, O. 
speculum, O. regis-ferdinandii, O. cinereophila, Orchis 

anatolica. Even an Ophrys x kalteiseniana amongst its parent species: O. ferrum-equinum and O. 
reinholdii. Other interesting plants on the site were two Astragalus species, A. spruneri and the 
more interesting A. austroaegaeus.


Day 4, 4 April. It was worth the wait for today to drive down to the south part of Rhodes, to the 
area of Kattavia. Instead of the annoying southerly wind which would have made our day 
miserable, we had a lovely calm day, and we could enjoy the place 
to ourselves. Upupa epops Hoopoes were flying around as we 
passed through the cultivated land to reach our first stop.

At our first stop we enjoyed a leisurely walk in between phryganic 
bushes on a very gentle rocky slope. Serapias carica was our first 
encounter and then some Anacamptis fragrans. Yes, we did bend 
down and smell them! Then, a few Ophrys saliarisii, and one O. 
calypsus. A bunch of the tiny O. parvula, O. speculum and O. regis-
ferdinandii and our first O. (cretica) beloniae. Anacamptis 
(papilionacea) aegaea and A. pyramidalis were in good numbers. 
Some A. collina were already over for this year sadly. We especially 
enjoyed a good number of the all-red Ranunculus asiaticus, but 
also all kinds of common Mediterranean plants, like Pallenis 
spinosa, Helichrysum stoechas, Juniperus turbinata, the aromatic 
Thymbra capitata and T. spicata, etc.
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We also enjoyed Lanius senator Woodchat Shrike, a massive flock of 
Merops apiaster Bee-eaters flying over, and the best ever views of 
Tachymarptis melba Alpine Swift at eye level right in front of us.

There was a storm not far from us, but we were lucky so far to avoid 
any rain. Reaching our second stop, a nice little chapel, we enjoyed 
a few O. (cretica) beloniae and some nice Fritillaria rhodia, as well as 
Astragalus austroaegaeus and A. suberosus. We had to make a dash 
for the vehicles as the rain came down, but thankfully only for a few 
minutes and soon the sun was out again.

We then moved to the core of the Kattavia area. There were lots of 
Serapias carica, O. (cretica) beloniae, O. rhodia, O. phryganae, O. 
lutea and O. cornutula to see. The catch of the day was by Rachael, 
who found the one and only, rare beauty of O. umbilicata! Several 
other interesting plants were at Kattavia, like Anthemis rigida, the 
strange parasite of cistuses Cytinus hypocistis, Euphorbia 
acanthothamnos and E. helioscopia and many more.  

After enjoying our lunch under the sun, we moved about two 
kilometres away, in order to locate Ophrys blitopertha, which we did! 
This Ophrys is unusual in being one of the few not pollinated by a 
bee, but instead a scarab beetle, in this case Blitopertha lineolata 
after which it is named. Walking between the bushes, we also saw 
quite a few O. cornutula, O. parvula, O. saliarisii, O. iricolor, 
Anacamptis (papilionacea) aegaea and Serapias carica.


Very satisfied on our orchids for the day, we drove to the very southernmost tip of the island, the 
beautiful Prassonisi. We had to make this short trip in order to see Juniperus macrocarpa and the 
rare tiny beauty with the amazing colour, Hormuzakia aggregata, growing on the sand.  

The group had expressed their wish to see the famous Castle of Monolithos, so we drove the 
short distance back towards our hotel. On the way we had to stop to take a look at a Alectoris 
chukar cypriotes Chukar crossing the road and a Falco tinnunculus Kestrel on a wire. At the castle 
we were commenting on the plants of the rocks, as we walked up the few steps to the castle 
itself. The view to the sea from the walls of the castle in front was amazing, especially when the 
dark clouds were pouring with rain. We enjoyed a well-deserved ice-cream at the coffee shop and 
we were happy to have just escaped the rain that soon reached the castle!

We heard Athene noctua Little Owl on the walk to the taverna for our evening meal, and Scops 
Owl Otus scops on the way back.


Day 5, 5 April.  A long-anticipated day with no strong winds, so we took the opportunity to drive 
up to a small mountain, accompanied by a few Hoopoes and one flying Cuculus canorus Cuckoo, 
to enjoy the orchids – along with the magnificent view! Our first stop was to enjoy some nice 
Paeonia rhodia in full flower. They were surrounded by a population of Ophrys creutzburgii, buried 
within the bushes, the putative stabilized hybrid of O. 
omegaifera and maybe O. sancti-isidorii. We had the 
opportunity to discuss on the spot the evolutionary trends 
that make Ophrys so loved! 

We moved a little higher in the vehicles, while a few of us 
preferred to follow on foot and enjoy the scenery. This 
really rich orchid slope was very productive for us. Ophrys 
saliarisii was among the first plants to see, alongside the 
first O. leochroma on the trip. Plenty of Anacamptis 
(papilionacea) aegaea and tiny Orchis anatolica and soon 
came O. provincialis, quite a few Ophrys parvula and O. 
omegaifera, and some O. cornutula. We had a lot of O. 
phryganae and O. lutea, O. ferrum-equinum, O. reinholdii, 
one O. speculum and Peter found one O. blitopertha. A 
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nice surprise was Ophrys sancti-isidorii, the only typical fusca-type of the island, along with O. 
parvula. Of course, the place was packed with fritillaries. Not bad for a relatively small area.

After dedicating a whole two hours to this spot, we moved just a bit lower to check more. We set 
up our picnic table and enjoyed a luxurious homemade lunch, lovingly prepared by the Greek 
mother-in-law of the company director, Matt.  On this new site, along with O. saliarisii, we 
managed to find a typical O. halia, and discussed how the two are probably two forms of the 
same taxon. 

A short stop was made at the foot of this small mountain where we enjoyed some nice Ophrys 
iricolor, some huge O. monolithia and O. polyxo. 


On the way to our hotel, we made a short stop at 
a stream delta.  A Woodchat Shrike gave us good 
opportunity for some great shots from within our 
vehicles, obligingly sitting on a fence next to the 
road. Plenty of Anacamptis fragrans were around, 
and surprisingly maybe a dozen or so flowering 
Ophrys polyxo, probably the bulbs washed down 
the stream earlier this year and buried in the mud, 
with the plants managing to flower, probably for 
the last time.  As we walked to the sea shore and 
enjoyed the maritime plants, a Burhinus 
oedicnemus Stone Curlew flew over our heads, 
which we must have disturbed as we were 
botanising.


Day 6, 6 April. The day was glorious, not a single cloud in the sky. Today was our transfer day to 
the town of Rhodos. We said our goodbyes to Monolithos and drove north. A short stop at the 
entrance of an impressive gorge on the way, gave us some nice new plants (other than orchids), 
hanging from the rocks. The impressive South East Aegean endemic Centaurea lactucifolia, 
Rosularia serrata, Inula verbascifolia, Ephedra foeminea, the rosettes of Campanula laciniata, 
Achillea cretica in bud etc could all be seen. As soon as we stepped out of the vehicles, we saw 
on the rocks above us Monticola solitarius Blue Rock Thrush and soon Ptyonoprogne rupestris 
Crag Martins. On the way back to the vehicles, we located by the road Ophrys omegaifera and O. 
reinholdii. 

After picking up lunch from a local bakery, we started 
ascending the mountain of Profitis Ilias, entering the cypress 
forest. We made one big stop on a plateau and leisurely 
searched around. Soon we spotted paeonies, Paeonia rhodia. 
They were in perfect shape, with the flowers just opened, 
possibly even that very day! Ophrys oreas and O. reinholdii 
were growing under the shade and we also spotted the very 
rare Orchamus yersini Yersin's Stone Grasshopper – a great 
and unusual find. We had Neotinea maculata, our first Orchis 
italica on this trip, as well as better numbers of the delicate 
Orchis provincialis. Aristolochia guichardii, the food plant of 
Zerynthia cerisy Eastern Festoon was spotted with some in 
flower as well. We also soon spotted the Eastern Festoon too! 
We had hoped to see more earlier in the week, but lack of sun 
hadn’t helped.  Some of us walked a bit further along the road 
and had some Anacamptis morio, A. (papilionacea) aegaea and 
Orchis anatolica. As usual, a lot of the small annual 
Mediterranean plants were discussed with Sotiris, for those of 
us that had that extra interest. 

As we stopped for lunch, we could hear the first rumble of thunder and see some lightning in the 
distance.  But, overall we were lucky and again managed to avoid the rain. We enjoyed our next 
large stop, on a slope in the middle of the forest, with just a few drops of rain. Huge numbers of 
Neotinea maculata were there, alongside our first Neotinea lactea. We had good numbers of 
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Orchis provincialis, some were real giants, alongside Anacamptis morio and Peter spotted two A. 
(papilionacea) aegaea that troubled us with the possibility that they were hybrids. After careful 
examination, the final decision was that they were not! A few Ophrys omegaifera were also 
spotted and we found our first Orchis anthropophora nearby. 

We decided it was time to move towards our new hotel, but there were still some wonders to see. 
On the way down from the mountain, we made one more stop to enjoy a group of excellent 
Orchis italica and paeonies by the road.

Soon we reached the town of Rhodes and our new hotel for the two next days, which was next to 
the medieval town and with a great view to the port.  

Being Easter week, the town was bustling with people and activity – quite a culture shock 
compared to the quiet of the previous few days throughout the rest of the island.  In the evening 
we walked to a local taverna and enjoyed some more local cuisine and traditional Greek food.


Day 7, 7 April.  This morning was all about the history of the town, and we enjoyed a 3 hour walk 
with Zefy our local guide, 
taking in the medieval city 
and the archaeological 
museum.  We enjoyed views 
of Crag Martins and within the 
moat walls we spotted 
Laudakia stellio Starred 
Agama and Anatololacerta 
oertzeni Oertzen’s Rock 
Lizard.  Sotiris pointed out 
plants such as Hyoscyamus 
aureus and we saw 
Lasiommata megera Wall 

Brown.  Chris had a few things to share with us on the fossils found within the rocks of the castle.  
A great experience enjoyed by all.

After a tasty lunch at an Italian bistro in the centre of the town, we walked to our hotel, picked up 
the vehicles and headed to a nice hill not far from the town. We made two different stops. On the 
first we enjoyed all kinds of common plant, like Bellardia trixago and Osyris alba, but found also 
Ophrys bombyliflora, O. monolithia, O. rhodia, O. regis-ferdinandii, O. phryganae and Anacamptis 
pyramidalis.  Lots of Papilio machaon Swallowtail and Callophrys rubi Green Hairstreak were on 
the wing, making the most of the sunshine.

On our second stop, we got a bit more lucky. Among Ophrys 
rhodia and O. regis-ferdinandii, Bob found one specimen of 
Ophrys umbilicata, Duncan was happy to have seen for the first 
time Coturnix coturnix Quail and Sotiris had a nice bird, Curruca 
ruppeli Ruppell’s Warbler. But, Rachael had the best of the 
discoveries, the species missing so far, the one and only Ophrys 
colossaea! One plant initially, and additionally two more to follow, 
we took our turn photographing this emblematic species, just 
emerging and flowering!


Day 8, 8 April. A trip with Greenwings isn’t over…until it’s over. 
Although today was a transfer day, a few good plants in a couple 
of more locations were waiting for us. We said goodbye to Bob 
and Francoise, who were staying privately a few more days, 
checked out and drove towards the airport. Two more Aegean 
endemics were hanging from the rocks enroute: Campanula 
laciniata and Symphytum circinale, in full flower. We had been 
seeing the campanula rosettes on the rocks in most of our stops, but the plant was only seen 
flowering now. 
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We had the chance to spend a whole hour in a place not far 
from the airport. And what a glorious end to a great trip! Only 
a few steps away from the cars, we had Arum dioscoridis, 
with some amazingly patterned spathes! And soon a couple 
of Ophrys blitopertha! Then, plenty of O. rhodia, O. 
bombyliflora and Anacamptis pyramidalis. Surprisingly, we 
had Ophrys oreas – out of the usual habitat of the woods, 
and also a few nice O. saliarisii and O. monolithia. Fritillaria 
rhodia, Geropogon hybridus and Cytinus hypocistis 
dominated the slope in places. It was soon time though to 
return to the vehicles for the short ride to the airport to finish 
the trip.  Duncan went to collect his hire car as he was also 
staying on for a couple of extra days.  We all said our 
goodbyes and hoped we would see each other again on 
another trip in the near future.  We finished the trip on 48 
orchid species, with 1 hybrid found, but we have to say that 

we were all amazed and very happy with the variety seen, with how rich the habitats were, and 
how diverse the orchids were, especially the Ophrys. Rhodes did not disappoint!


Species Lists 

Notable Plants 
* denotes endemic or near-endemic species or subspecies.

2nd 
Apr

3rd 
Apr

4th 
Apr

5th 
Apr

6th 
Apr

7th 
Apr

8th 
Apr

day 
2

day 
3

day 
4

day 
5

day 
6

day 
7

day 
8

Angiosperms

Monocotyledons

Amaryllidaceae

1 Naples Garlic Allium neapolitanum ✓ ✓

Araceae

2 Friar’s Cowl Arisarum vulgare ✓ ✓ ✓

3 Dragon Arum Dracunculus vulgaris ✓

4 Spotted Arum Arum dioscoridis ✓

Asparagaceae

5 Mediterranean Asparagus Asparagus aphyllus ✓

6 Three-leaved Hyacinth Bellevalia trifoliata ✓ ✓

7 Dark Grape Hyacinth Muscari commutatum ✓

8 Tassel Hyacinth Muscari comosum ✓ ✓

9 Grape Hyacinth Muscari neglectum ✓ ✓

10 Weiss’s Grape Hyacinth Muscari weissii ✓ ✓

11 Drooping Star-of-Bethlehem Ornithogalum nutans ✓
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Asphodelaceae

12 Onion-leafed Asphodel Asphodelus fistulosus ✓

13 Branched Asphodel Asphodelus ramosus ✓

Iridaceae

14 Barbary Nut Moraea sisyrinchium ✓ ✓ ✓

15 Romulea columnae ✓

Liliaceae

16 Rhodian Fritillary* Fritillaria rhodia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

17 Greek Star-of-Bethlehem Gagea graeca ✓ ✓ ✓

Orchidaceae

Anacamptis GENUS

18 Butterfly Orchid Anacamptis aegaea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

19 Scented Bug Orchid Anacamptis fragrans ✓ ✓

20 Loose-flowered Orchid Anacamptis laxiflora ✓

21 Anacamptis morio ssp. 
caucasica ✓

22 Pyramidal Orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Himantoglossum GENUS

23 Giant Orchid Himantoglossum robertianum ✓ ✓

Limodorum GENUS

24 Violet Bird’s-nest Orchid Limodorum abortivum ✓

Neotinea GENUS

25 Milky Orchid Neotinea lactea ✓

26 Dense-flowered Orchid Neotinea maculata ✓ ✓

Ophrys GENUS

Ophrys argolica group

27 Rhodian Horseshoe Orchid Ophrys lucis ✓

Ophrys blitopertha group

28 Ophrys blitopertha ✓ ✓ ✓

29 Ophrys persephonae ✓

Ophrys fusca group



30 Ophrys cinereophila ✓

31 Ophrys parvula ✓ ✓

32 Ophrys sancti-isidorii ✓

Ophrys heldreichii group

33 Ophrys calypsus ✓ ✓

34 Ophrys polyxo ✓ ✓

Ophrys holosericea group

35 Ophrys candica ✓ ✓

36 Colossus Orchid Ophrys colossaea ✓

37 Ophrys halia ✓

38 Ophrys oreas ✓ ✓ ✓

39 Ophrys saliarisii ✓ ✓ ✓

Ophrys iricolor group

40 Rainbow Bee Orchid Ophrys iricolor ✓ ✓

Ophrys lutea group

41 Yellow Bee Orchid Ophrys lutea ✓ ✓ ✓

42 Ophrys phryganae ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

43 Small Yellow Bee Orchid Ophrys sicula ✓ ✓

Ophrys mammosa group

44 Horseshoe Orchid Ophrys ferrum-equinum ✓ ✓ ✓

45 Ophrys monolithia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Ophrys omegaifera group

46 Ophrys apollonae ✓

47 Ophrys creutzburgii ✓

48 Omega Bee Orchid Ophrys omegaifera ✓ ✓

Ophrys oestrifera group

49 Ophrys cornutula ✓ ✓ ✓

50 Ophrys dodekanensis ✓ ✓

Ophrys reinholdii group

51 Ophrys beloniae ✓ ✓

52 Ophrys reinholdii ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓



Ophrys speculum group

53 King Ferdinand's or Earwig 
Orchid Ophrys regis-ferdinandii ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

54 Mirror Orchid Ophrys speculum ✓ ✓ ✓

Ophrys tenthredinifera group

55 Bumblebee Orchid Ophrys bombyliflora ✓ ✓ ✓

56 Ophrys leochroma ✓ ✓

Ophrys umbilicata group

57 Ophrys rhodia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

58 Ophrys umbilicata ✓ ✓

Ophrys hybrids

59 Ophrys x kalteiseniana ✓

Orchis GENUS

60 Orchis anatolica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

61 Man Orchid Orchis anthropophora ✓

62 Naked Man Orchid Orchis italica ✓

63 Provence Orchid Orchis provincialis ✓ ✓

Serapias GENUS

64 Greek Plowshare Serapias bergonii ✓

65 Serapias carica ✓

66 Small-flowered Tongue Orchid Serapias parviflora ✓ ✓ ✓
Dicotyledons

Anacardiaceae

67 Mastic Pistacia lentiscus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Apiaceae

68 Wild Carrot Daucus carota ✓

69 Giant Fennel Ferula communis ✓

70 Small Carrot Pseudorlaya pumila ✓

Apocynaceae

71 Oleander Nerium oleander ✓

Aristolochiaceae



72 Rhodian Dutchman's Pipe * Aristolochia guichardii ✓

Asteraceae

73 Cretan Yarrow Achillea cretica ✓

74 Chios Chamomile Anthemis chia ✓ ✓

75 Rayless Chamomile Anthemis rigida ✓ ✓

76 Southern Daisy Bellis sylvestris ✓

77 Italian Thistle Carduus pycnocephalus ✓ ✓

78 Blessed Knapweed Centaurea benedicta ✓

79 Centaurea lactucifolia * ✓

80 Slender Salsify Geropogon hybridus ✓

81 Crown Daisy Glebionis coronaria ✓

82 Shrubby Everlasting Helichrysum stoechas ✓ ✓ ✓

83 Mullein-leaved Inula Inula verbascifolia ✓ ✓

84 Chamomile Matricaria chamomilla ✓

85 Spiny Golden Star Pallenis spinosa ✓ ✓ ✓

86 Rock Phagnalon Phagnalon rupestre ✓ ✓ ✓

87 Shrubby Knapweed Ptilostemon chamaepeuce ✓

88 Salsify Tragopogon porrifolius ✓ ✓

Boraginaceae

89 Dyer’s Alkanet Alkanna tinctoria ✓ ✓ ✓

90 Undulate Alkanet Anchusa undulata ✓ ✓

91 Blue Hound’s-Tongue Cynoglossum creticum ✓

92 Purple Viper’s Bugloss Echium plantagineum ✓ ✓

93 Massed Alkanet Hormuzakia aggregata ✓

94 Shrubby Gromwell Lithodora hispidula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

95 Rhodian Comfrey * Symphytum circinale ✓

Brassicaceae

96 Spring Rock Cress Arabis verna ✓

97 Buckler Mustard Biscutella didyma ✓

98 Aegean Stock Malcolmia chia ✓

Campanulaceae



99 Large Rhodian Bellflower * Campanula hagielia ✓

100 Small Rhodian Bellflower * Campanula rhodensis ✓ ✓ ✓

101 Campanula laciniata ✓

Caprifoliaceae

102 Widowflower Knautia integrifolia ✓

Caryophyllaceae

103 Mediterranean Nailwort Paronychia macrosepala ✓

104 Hairy Pink Petrorhagia dubia ✓

105 Silene echinospermoides ✓

106 Night-flowering Catchfly Silene nocturna ✓ ✓

107 Bladder Campion Silene vulgaris ✓

Cistaceae

109 Cretan Cistus Cistus creticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

110 Small-flowered Cistus Cistus parviflorus ✓ ✓ ✓

111 Sage-leaved Cistus Cistus salviifolius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

112 White Rock-rose Helianthemum apenninum ✓ ✓

Crassulaceae

113 Serrated Stonecrop Rosularia serrata ✓

Cytinaceae

114 Yellow Cytinus Cytinus hypocistis ✓ ✓

Ericaceae

115 Greek Strawberry Tree Arbutus andrachne ✓ ✓

Euphorbiaceae

116 Greek Spiny Spurge Euphorbia acanthothamnos ✓ ✓ ✓

117 Tree Spurge Euphorbia dendroides ✓

118 Dwarf Spurge Euphorbia exigua ✓

119 Sun Spurge Euphorbia helioscopia ✓

Fabaceae

120 Kidney Vetch Anthyllis vulneraria ✓

121 Southern Aegean Milkvetch Astragalus austroaegaeus ✓ ✓ ✓



122 Astragalus spruneri ✓

123 Astragalus suberosus ✓ ✓

124 Pitch Trefoil Bituminaria bituminosa ✓

125 Spiny Broom Calicotome villosa ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

126 Carob Ceratonia siliqua ✓

127 Judas Tree Cercis siliquastrum ✓

128 Thorny Broom Genista acanthoides ✓ ✓

129 Bird's-foot Restharrow Ononis ornithopodioides ✓

Fagaceae

130 Boz-Pirnal Oak Quercus aucheri ✓

131 Kermes Oak Quercus coccifera ✓ ✓

Geraniaceae

132 Long-beaked Stork’s-bill Erodium gruinum ✓

133 Dove's-foot Crane's-bill Geranium molle ✓

134 Little Robin Geranium purpureum ✓

Hypericaceae

135 Hypericum empetrifolium ✓

Lamiaceae

136 Henbit Deadnettle Lamium amplexicaule ✓

137 French Lavender Lavandula stoechas ✓

138 White Hedge-nettle Prasium majus ✓ ✓

139 Greek Sage Salvia fruticosa ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

140 Wild Clary Salvia verbenaca ✓

141 Teucrium brevifolium ✓

142 Conehead Thyme Thymbra capitata ✓ ✓

143 Spiked Thyme Thymbra spicata ✓

Linaceae

144 Pale Flax Linum bienne ✓

Orobanchaceae

145 Bellardia Bellardia trixago ✓

146 Red Bartsia Parentucellia latifolia ✓



147 Yellow Bartsia Parentucellia viscosa ✓

Paeoniaceae

148 Rhodian Peony * Paeonia rhodia ✓ ✓ ✓

Papaveraceae

149 Purple-fringed Poppy Papaver purpureomarginatum ✓ ✓

150 Common Poppy Papaver rhoeas ✓ ✓ ✓

Plantaginaceae

151 Jersey Toadflax Linaria pelisseriana ✓

Platanaceae

152 Oriental Plane Platanus orientalis ✓ ✓

Primulaceae

153 Rhodian Cyclamen * Cyclamen rhodium ✓ ✓ ✓

Ranunculaceae

154 Balkan Anemone Anemone blanda ✓ ✓

155 Crown Anemone Anemone coronaria ✓ ✓

156 Turban Buttercup Ranunculus asiaticus ✓

157 Cretan Buttercup Ranunculus creticus ✓

158 Pond Water-crowfoot Ranunculus peltatus ✓

Resedaceae

159 White Mignonette Reseda alba ✓

160 Yellow Mignonette Reseda lutea ✓

Rosaceae

161 Spiny Pear Pyrus spinosa ✓

162 Spiny Burnet Sarcopoterium spinosum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Rubiaceae

163 Field Madder Sherardia arvensis ✓ ✓

164 Bristly Crosswort Valantia hispida ✓

Rutaceae

165 Fringed Rue Ruta chalepensis ✓

Santalaceae

166 Osyris Osyris alba ✓



Solanaceae

167 Golden Henbane Hyoscyamus aureus ✓

168 Mandrake Mandragora officinarum ✓ ✓
Gymnosperms

Cupressaceae

169 Mediterranean Cypress Cupressus sempervirens ✓ ✓ ✓

170 Large-fruited Juniper Juniperus macrocarpa ✓ ✓

171 Mediterranean Juniper Juniperus turbinata ✓ ✓

Ephedraceae

172 Leafless Ephedra Ephedra foeminea ✓

Pinaceae

173 Turkish Pine Pinus brutia ✓ ✓ ✓

Butterflies 
* denotes endemic species
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 Family Papilionidae

1 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius ✓

2 Swallowtail Papilio machaon ✓ ✓

3 Eastern Festoon Zerynthia cerisy ✓
Family Pieridae

4 Clouded Yellow Colias croceus ✓
5 Large White Pieris brassicae ✓
6 Eastern Dappled White Euchloe ausonia ✓ ✓

Family Lycaenidae

7 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas ✓
8 Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi ✓ ✓ ✓
9 Eastern Baton Blue Pseudophilotes vicrama ✓ ✓
10 Green-underside Blue Glaucopsyche alexis ✓

Family Nymphalidae

11 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui ✓ ✓ ✓



12 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta ✓ ✓
13 Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloros ✓
14 Wall Lasiommata megera ✓

Butterflies 
* denotes endemic species
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Birds 
* denotes endemic or near-endemic species or subspecies. Species 
seen are marked with a ✓, those heard but not seen are marked with 
🎶 . 
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7th 
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8th 
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2
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3
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4

day 
5
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6
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7
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8

1 Quail Coturnix coturnix ✓

2 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓

3 Chukar Alectoris chukar cypriotes ✓ ✓ ✓

4 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus ✓

5 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus saharae ✓

6 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis ✓

7 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba ✓ ✓

8 Common Swift Apus apus ✓

9 Little Owl Athene noctua lilith 🎶 ✓

10 Eurasian Scops Owl Otus scops 🎶 🎶

11 Long-eared Owl Asio otus ✓

12 Hoopoe Upupa epops ✓ ✓

13 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster ✓ 🎶

14 Kestrel Falco tinnunculus ✓ ✓

15 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator ✓ ✓

16 Jay Garrulus glandarius anatoliae ✓ ✓ ✓

17 Raven Corvus corax ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

18 Carrion (Hooded) Crow Corvus corone cornix ✓ ✓ ✓

19 Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus calamensis * ✓ ✓

20 Woodlark Lullula arborea pallida ✓

21 Crested Lark Galerida cristata cypriaca * ✓ ✓ ✓



22 Savi’s Warbler Locustella luscinioides 🎶

23 Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris ✓ ✓

24 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

25 House Martin Delichon urbicum ✓ ✓

26 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti 🎶 🎶

27 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 🎶

28 Ruppell’s Warbler Curruca ruppeli ✓

29 Sardinian Warbler Curruca melanocephala 🎶 🎶 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

30 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes ✓ 🎶

31 Blackbird Turdus merula ✓ ✓

32 Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 🎶

33 Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus ✓ ✓

34 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius ✓

35 Stonechat Saxicola rubicola ✓

36 House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓

37 White Wagtail Motacilla alba ✓

38 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓

39 Serin Serinus serinus ✓

40 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra ✓ ✓

Birds 
* denotes endemic or near-endemic species or subspecies. Species 
seen are marked with a ✓, those heard but not seen are marked with 
🎶 . 
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Amphibians and Reptiles 
* denotes endemic species
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Amphibians

1 Green Toad Bufotes viridis ✓ ✓

2 European Tree Frog Hyla arborea ✓
Reptiles

3 European Copper Skink Ablepharus kitaibelii ✓



4 Oertzen’s Rock Lizard Anatololacerta oertzeni ✓ ✓
5 Balkan Green Lizard Lacerta trilineata

6 Starred Agama Laudakia stellio ✓
7 Montpellier Snake Malpolon monspessulanus

Amphibians and Reptiles 
* denotes endemic species
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Other Notable Taxa 
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Fungi

1 Cage Stinkhorn Clathrus ruber ✓ ✓

2 Collared Earthstar Geastrum triplex ✓ ✓

3 Splitgill Schizophyllum commune ✓
Mammals

4 Fallow Deer Dama dama ✓ ✓

5 Brown Hare Lepus europaeus ✓
Other invertebrates

6 Fasciated Conehead Mantis Empusa fasciata ✓

7 Hummingbird Hawkmoth Macroglossum stellatarum ✓

8 Yersin's Stone Grasshopper Orchamus yersini ✓
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