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Led by Sotiris Alexiou, Mario Langourov and Rachael Eele

Day 1, 3rd June

The group gathered at the Thessaloniki airport (minus Yealand’s luggage!) and after the
first introductions we then set of for our destination, the village of Agios Germanos, in the
heart of the Prespa Lakes. As it was a three-hour trip, a quick lunch stop to refuel enroute
was necessary and then our journey continued. The weather (as nearly every day) was
pleasantly hot, 30°+, with cloudless skies and little breeze. Entering the lakes, we stopped
at a beautiful viewpoint overlooking the plateau and appreciated the landscape and area
with the three-countries borders, that we would be exploring over the coming days.
During some short introductive talks by the guides, Luscinia megarhynchos Nightingale
could be heard singing loudly which would be the most common

birdsong of the trip!

Arriving at Agios Germanos, Kostas, the owner of the hotel,
welcomed us, and explained how he turned his family houses into
this exquisite hotel unit. As we unloaded the vehicles, we saw a
male Ladybird Spider — a stunning colourful little creature. We
finished off a long travel day with a brief walk around the village,
ending in a nice taverna, under Sycamore trees. On the way we
saw Cecropis daurica Red-rumped Swallows, Passer montanus
Tree Sparrow and Phoenicurus ochruros Black Redstart. Polygonia
c-album Comma was flying in the village, as was Zerynthia cerisy
Eastern Festoon, Papilio machaon Swallowtail and Iphiclides
podalirius Scarce Swallowtail. An Athene noctua Little Owl flew
above us. We had a great ‘local pie’ related dinner in the taverna
across the road, which would be a recurring theme on this trip.

Day 2, 4th June

We enjoyed an ‘out of this world’ breakfast at the hotel, with cake, more local pies, fresh
fruit, with Greek yoghurt and honey. We paid a visit to the Society for the Protection of
Prespes (SPP), based at the village of Laimos, met the staff, collected some interesting
leaflets and bought a couple of books.

We set off for Vrondero today via the road that connects the two lakes. As the group
acclimatised to the temperature (31° and hot), we saw our
first pelicans (Pelecanus onocrotalus, Great White and
Pelecanus crispus Dalmatian) — these huge birds were
soaring between both lakes. Prespa holds the largest colony
of breeding Dalmatian Pelicans in the world. We stopped at
a high-placed viewpoint with a fantastic view looking onto
the lakes, and in the distance Agios Germanos and beyond,
North Macedonia and set up our telescope. The colonies of
pelicans were at our feet! Apus melba Alpine Swift were
flying by, and a couple of Podarcis muralis Common Wall
Lizards were copulating on a rock just in front of us.
Tragopogon balcanicus was in flower, next to Campanula
spatulata, Onosma heterophylla and a beautiful Salvia
ringens with bright blue flowers. We also saw Carcharodus
flocciferus Tufted Marbled Skipper, Euchloe ausonia Eastern



Dappled White, Leptidea duponcheli Eastern Wood White, Aricia artaxerxes Mountain
Argus, Aricia anteros Blue Argus and Cyaniris semiargus Mazarine Blue.

Driving to Vrondero we made a stop to enjoy a batch of Geranium sanguineum and Rosa
gallica. A nice surprise was Eumedonia eumedon Geranium Argus flying from flower to
flower, among other butterflies such as Boloria euphrosyne Pearl-bordered Fritillary,
Colias alfacariensis Berger's Clouded Yellow, Melanargia larissa Balkan Marbled White,
Polyommatus dorylas Turquoise Blue,

Pseudophilotes vicrama Eastern Baton Blue and

Scolitantides orion Chequered Blue. Quite a few

Ophrys oestrifera were in flower, as well as O.

apifera, O. zeusii and O. epirotica and the beautiful

plants of Dictamnus albus.

Another mandatory stop was to enjoy a Merops
apiaster Bee-eater colony at a nest side by the
side of the road. That gave us the opportunity to
spot a few more orchids. Anacamptis papilionacea
and A. morio, as well as Ophrys epirotica and O.
oestrifera. A nice Scolitantides orion, the
Chequered Blue was there also.

Vrondero, a semi-abandoned village of peasants just a few hundred meters from the
borders with Albania, offered us an unforgettable lunch of local tastes. Prepared by and
eaten in the little coffee shop/minimarket/taverna of Mrs Frideriki, we enjoyed homemade
white cheese, produced by her own cattle...We saw (and heard) plenty of Streptopelia
turtur Turtle Doves outside this small place.

What better after a full lunch, than a walk in the nature of the lakes, although it was rather
hot. Within some shade by Acer campestre trees, we walked through a small canyon to a
cave that was the hospital of the leftist rebels, during the troubling years of the civil war.
We just missed the flowering period of Lilium candidum White Lilies, which were in bud
but did enjoy a plant of Acanthus grueterianus, a rather recently described species and
Stachys plumosa.

Tonight, we tried the cuisine of our hotel, which included a wonderful Trahanas soup
made especially by Nena which we all enjoyed.

Day 3, 5th June

Today we explored Mount Varnountas (Peristeri) which is the mountain directly behind
Agios Germanos. An unexpected surprise was a big herd of cows, marching on the dirt
road towards their summer fields up in the mountain. We were kindly asked by the
herders to wait until the flock moved and we did. Thankfully we took the road that led in
the other direction to them eventually! After a while we stopped at one of the many
ditches that crossed the road, muddy and full of
butterflies! Species such as Coenonympha
leander Russian Heath, Erebia medusa
Woodland Ringlet, Glaucopsyche alexis Green-
underside Blue, Euphydryas aurinia Marsh
Fritillary, Lycaena tityrus Sooty Coppet,
Nymphalis polychloros Large Tortoiseshell,
Pyrgus alveus Large Grizzled Skipper and Pyrgus
serratulae Olive Skipper. Bombina variegata
Yellow-bellied Toads were active and mating and



Mario barefooted (!) carefully took one out and demonstrated
the differences from similar species. We enjoyed a good
variety of plants, like Dactylorhiza cordigera, Viola eximia,

V. macedonica, V. velutina, V. orphanidis, Geum coccineum, G.
urbanum, Veratrum lobelianum in bud, several Achillea
species, Tephroseris longifolia, Campanula spatulata, Lamium
maculatum and Stachys germanica as we made our way
higher.

It wasn’t long after that we reached an altitude of 1600m,

which was as far as we could travel with the vehicles on the

mountain track. The temperature was a lot cooler today (but

still a pleasant 23°), but dark clouds were gathering. We

enjoyed a lunch that we had bought earlier that morning from

the local bakery. We saw Lanius collurio Red-backed Shrike

and Motacilla cinerea Grey Wagtail before rain (and thunder)

stopped play and we had to take a slow drive back towards the village. No matter the
rain, we had to stop briefly to check out a Serapias vomeracea that Sotiris has spotted on
the way up. This proved to be the first record of this orchid genus for the Prespa National
Park! A Roe Deer sat peacefully and observed us until it decided to flee.

The rain had almost stopped when we reached Agios Germanos. Thus, we had the
opportunity to visit the Holy Church of Agios Germanos in the village which is an 11th
century Byzantine church. We all appreciated the opportunity to see and learn about the
rich cultural heritage of this part of the world, the different ethnicities, languages and
religions that merged over the aeons and gave birth to some marvellous architecture and
sculptured modern Greece.

As the rain stayed away, we took the chance to walk up the hill at the nearby chapel of
Agios loannis. Stunning views were had, along
with some good butterflies such as Melitaea
trivia Lesser Spotted Fritillary, Pseudophilotes
vicrama Eastern Baton Blue and a nice
selection of plants. Three different Linaria
species were present, L. peloponnesiaca, L.
dalmatica and the rarer L. genistifolia.
Onobrychis alba, plenty of Cynoglottis barellieri,
Centaurea benedicta, Astragalus onobrychis,
Tragopogon porrifolius plus more Ladybird
Spider and Iphiclides podalirius Scarce
Swallowtail were also noted. We also saw a
flyby Ciconia ciconia White Stork and our first
Lanius minor Lesser Grey Shrike.

Day 4, 6th June

Today we headed towards Psarades, an old fishing port of the Megali Prespa Lake. We
stopped at a Juniper forest, at the foothills of Mt. Devas, and enjoyed huge trees of
Juniperus excelsa Greek Juniper and J. foeditissima, Quercus trojana Macedonian Oak,
plus a variety of plants, Stachys plumosa, Tragopogon porrifolius, Astragalus depressus,
A. mayeri, Salvia candidissima. We also heard and saw Poecile palustris Marsh Tit. A
female Black-Tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum was resting on a twig and male
Common Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis was lying on a rock.



A slow walk at the opposite shore to Psarades and we saw a huge Four-lined Snake
Elaphe quatorlineata basking out of a pile of tiles, and Scolitantides orion Chequered
Blue, Limenitis reducta Southern White Admiral and Pseudophilotes vicrama Eastern
Baton Blue. We especially enjoyed some plants, such as Asyneuma limonifolium, Sideritis
montana, Orlaya grandiflora, Echium italicum and Ziziphora capitata.

A lunch containing the biggest pies

(Tiropita and Spanakopita) and juices

with a view to the lake made sure we

were ready for the boat trip and steep

climb (180 steps there and back) —

only for those that signed up - to see

the picturesque Hermitage of

Panagia Eleousa, the best preserved

hermitage of the region built in a

relatively big rock-shelter, decorated by some amazing frescos. Some other old cave

Hermitages were seen on the way from within the boat. On this boat trip, we had the
opportunity to observe most of the bird species of the lakes in
large numbers and in places little impacted by human
interference. We enjoyed good views of pelicans and the tiny
Microcarbo pygmeus Pygmy Cormorant and egrets whilst on
the boat. We walked the stairs to the hermitage and observed
some interesting chasmophytes growing from the vertical
rocks, especially the very rare Pseudofumaria alba, Silene
bupleuroides and the very rare Centaurea triniifolia subsp.
campylacme. Most of the knapweeds we observed on this trip
were unfortunately just in bud, but on this small population
hanging from the rocks we were lucky enough to find a single
flower head open, which was white — not the typical colour of
this species.

Near the jetty after we disembarked back in Psarades, we
could hear Acrocephalus arundinaceus Great Reed Warbler
and could see a European Pond Terrapin Emys orbicularis and
Agile Frog Rana dalmatina in the water, Trapa natans Water
Chestnut and Ranunculus trichophyllus with the small white
flowers.

Tonight’s dinner was a special experience. We visited Nikos’ place at Leukonas and
tasted his homemade bean soup (Fasolada, with the local variety of beans grown and
harvested at Prespa), along with other products and raki which was produced in the
family distillery in which he gave us a tour. All enjoyed whilst sat outside watching the
Delichon urbicum House Martins and Hirundo rustica Swallows visiting their nests.

Day 5, 7th June

Another exceptional breakfast set us
up well for the walk across the
floating boardwalk to Agios Achillios.
Janet spotted a Four-Lined Snake
Elaphe quatorlineata (looking rope
like) on the boardwalk, which when
disturbed allowed us to see another
different snake species curled within,



probably a Grass Snake. As we walked across the boardwalk, next to Iris pseudacorus,
masses of damselflies were flying and mating. We could hear Great Reed Warbler
constantly, Podiceps cristatus Great Crested Grebe and Ardeola ralloides Squacco Heron.
Most of the common butterflies were seen on the island whilst we walked and enjoyed
the ancient Christian churches. The local pygmy cow race was freely roaming, lots of Wall
Lizards on the ruins and we managed to see Upupa epops Hoopoe flying from tree to
tree.

A salad (and pie) lunch followed in the shade on the
Island, then a drive to a more shady location near Oxia to
try and avoid the direct sun. We walked along the edge
of a woodland, on a dirt-road and were thrilled to find
Cephalanthera rubra, Limodorum abortivum, Epipactis
microphylla, Orchis purpurea and Neottia nidus-avis — a
real orchid spectacle! As well as Iris sintenisii, Astragalus
glycyphyllos, Symphytum ottormanum, Scutellaria
columnae, Rosa arvensis, Muscari comossum, Melittis
melissophyllum and many more. We also had great
butterflies with highlights being Argynnis pandora
Cardinal, Coenonympha leander Russian Heath, Melitaea
arduinna Freyer's Fritillary and Pyrgus sidae Yellow-
banded Skipper. A total of six Fritillary species were
seen at this site!!

A BBQ dinner provided by the hotel, followed by
homemade tiramisu was a great end to the day!

Day 6, 8th June

Today was another hot day and we set of towards Mount Triklario and the Albanian
border. A roadside stop next to a meadow and a brief walk along the woodland edge saw
our first wolf and bear tracks. Next to flowering trees of Ostrya carpinifolia and Acer
campestre there were loads of great butterflies such as Coenonympha arcania Pearly
Heath, Coenonympha leander Russian Heath,

Melitaea arduinna Freyer's Fritillary, Melitaea

aurelia Nickerl's Fritillary, Aricia artaxerxes

Mountain Argus, Kretania sephirus Balkan

Zephyr Blue, Cyaniris semiargus Mazarine Blue,

Lysandra bellargus Adonis Blue and

Pseudophilotes vicrama Eastern Baton Blue, as

well as fields of flowering plants such as

Lonicera etrusca, Scorzonera cana, Ajuga

reptans, Rhinanthus minor, Echium italicum,

Silene latifolia, Carduus candicans, Adonis

flammea and Tripleurospermum tenuifolium.

Krystallopigi is the last village of Greece, just

next to the borders and at an altitude of 1100m.

We parked our cars next to the huge, abandoned church of Agios Georgios and walked
up the mountain slope through a dirt road. Sturnus vulgaris Starlings were nesting at the
church and Emberiza cirlus Cirl Bunting were calling. At the sides of the dirt road, we
enjoyed Stachys plumosa, Linaria peloponnesiaca, Onosma visianii, O. heterophylla,
Stachys subconica, Tragopogon balcanicus, Erodium absinthoides and Campanula
spatulata. Podarcis erhardii Erhard's Wall Lizard was sunbathing on the rocks. Butterflies



seen included Carcharodus alceae Mallow
Skipper, Coenonympha leander Russian Heath,
Erynnis tages Dingy Skipper, Iphiclides podalirius
Scarce Swallowtail, Melitaea arduinna Freyer's
Fritillary, Pieris ergane Mountain Small White,
Lysandra bellargus Adonis Blue and Scolitantides
orion Chequered Blue.

We had done well that morning and as it was hot

we deserved a nice treat. Under the shade of the

trees, inside a beautiful garden, we enjoyed a nice

selection of meat, BBQ’d just for us,

accompanied by salads, cold drinks and ice-

cream! Not many things could be done after such

a huge lunch, so we then made our way slowly back towards the hotel, with another brief
stop to explore the meadows by the road. After all, we had prepared a night treat...
Yealand and Mario had the opportunity to detach from the group and revisit our first stop
to enjoy further.

A few of the group decided to take the opportunity of a night drive for an hour or so to
see what mammals (especially Bears!) and other wildlife we could see. A nice selection of
nightlife displayed in front of our eyes: Red Fox, Brown Hares, one Marten (possible
Stone Marten), 2 Caprimulgus europaeus Nightjars sitting on the road, Hyla arborea Tree
and Rana dalmatina Agile Frog, plus Fireflies and a few Barbitistes ocskayi, a bush-cricket
that was recorded for the first time from Greece in just 2018!

Day 7, 9th June

Today we said goodbye to Agios Germanos and Prespa Lakes and transferred to
Grammos Mountain. Grammos is a magnificent mountain, the 4t tallest mountain of
Greece, situated at the borders with Albania and hosting some rather unexpected
biodiversity due to its remoteness. The journey took us via the town of Kastoria, where we
stopped to pick up lunch and to take a look at the lake where the town is situated. Among
a few pelicans, Great Crested Grebe, Fulica atra Coot and Great Reed Warbler we were
lucky to find Ixobrychus minutus Little Bittern in the reeds in the lake.

We soon reached our lovely cool waterfall lunch stop where we enjoyed the best pies of
the trip (Tiropita and Spanakopita), plus Bougatsa which is the sweet cream pie famous in
Greece!

The scenery as we continued our drive was just amazing with
high wooded mountains, gorges, and river valleys. A stop in a
meadow by the road was stacked with some wonderful
orchids: Himantoglossum jankae in full flower, Serapias
vomeracea, Ophrys apifera, O. oestrifera and Cephalanthera
rubra. We also saw Libythea celtis Nettle-tree Butterfly, Pieris
rapae Small White and Polyommatus thersites Chapman's Blue.
But the temperature peaked at 32° so we decided to continue
ascending the mountain, as we were all quite hot.

As we made our way up the last 17km of rough road to the
hotel in Aetomilitsa, we could see the change in scenery as our
altitude increased, and a quick stop allowed us to see the
unusual Ophioglossum vulgatum Adders tongue fern,
Gymnadenia conopsea, Ophrys apifera and O. epirotica. We



also saw Hameatris lucina the beautiful Duke of Burgundy butterfly. Thunder and light rain
were looming so we continued to the hotel. Aetomilitsa is the highest habited village in
Greece, but the number of residents in the village, especially during winter is dwindling.
Our group more than doubled the number of people in this very rural location!

We unloaded the vehicles in light rain which thankfully stopped by the time we wanted to
take a short walk down the hill from the hotel to see more butterflies and plants. The
views from the hotel were breathtaking. An amazing dinner was prepared which we ate
outside, made even more special knowing that there are no shops or facilities in the
village — a very well stocked kitchen was needed.

A few of the group walked a short distance in the village after dark and encountered 4
different amphibians, Bufotes viridis Green

Toad, Bombina variegata Yellow-bellied

Toad, Hyla arborea Tree Frog, Rana

dalmatina Agile Frog, plus we heard a

distant Strix aluco Tawny Owl and spotted

quite a few crepuscular crickets of the

genus Ovaliptila.

Day 8, 10th June

Yealand was up early to take photos of the orchids close to the Hotel. After breakfast, we
set off on the drive towards a large meadow. It was a tricky drive in places, but careful
driving meant we could enjoy this meadow and all the wildflowers and butterflies. We saw
Boloria euphrosyne Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Issoria lathonia Queen of Spain Fritillary,
Parnassius mnemosyne Clouded Apollo and Pieris mannii Southern Small White. A cooler
25° was appreciated by everyone and we walked among Geranium sanguineum, G.
reflexum, Campanula glomerata, Doronicum orientale, Armeria canescens, several Viola
etc.

Just a few minutes away we reached the famous Arenes (or Moutsalia) lakes, at an
altitude of 1700m. Dactylorhiza cordigera were in huge numbers, Cephalanthera
damasonium, Symphytum bulbosum and many more plants were found as we headed
towards the lakes. The alpine lakes are an amazing environment and we enjoyed
Mesotriton alpestris Alpine Newts and Triturus carniflex Italian Crested Newts displaying
to the females and mating. Lots of freshly emerged dragonflies with their wings slowly
unfurling made for great photo opportunities. A simple but tasty lunch was eaten under
the shelter by the lake, but with the threat of thunder and rain we slowly made our way
back to the hotel with a few stops on the way. We encountered Iphiclides podalirius
Scarce Swallowtail, Boloria euphrosyne Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Euphydryas aurinia
Marsh Fritillary, Hamearis lucina Duke of Burgundy, Papilio machaon Swallowtail,
Parnassius mnemosyne Clouded Apollo and Kretania sephirus Balkan Zephyr Blue. We
were also fortunate to see Astragalus
austrobalcanicus, a plant described only a few
months earlier, Orchis mascula, Anacamptis
laxiflora and Neotinea tridentata. The walkers of
the group enjoyed the last few kilometres back
to the hotel on foot. Light rain and thunder
later in the afternoon meant we had to curtail
the short walk planned around the village, but
we did enjoy seeing the Red-rumped Swallows
busily flying in front of the hotel catching
insects as they are nesting close by.



A last BBQ meal in the hotel was followed by an early night ready for travelling back to
the airport in the morning.

Day 9, 11th June

A very early start and a 4%z hour drive (with a couple of stops) got everyone back to
Thessaloniki airport in time for their flights home to the UK.

Species Lists

Butterflies

Common Name

Scientific Name

Papilionidae

Scarce Swallowtail

Iphiclides podalirius

Swallowtail

Papilio machaon

Clouded Apollo

Parnassius mnemosyne

Eastern Festoon

Zerynthia cerisy

Hesperiidae

Small Skipper

Thymelicus sylvestris

Hungarian Skipper

Spialia orbifer

Mallow Skipper

Carcharodus alceae

Tufted Marbled Skipper

Carcharodus floccifera

Dingy Skipper

Erynnis tages

Grizzled Skipper

Pyrgus malvae

Yellow-banded Skipper Pyrgus sidae

Olive Skipper Pyrgus serratulae
Large Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus alveus
Pieridae

Eastern Wood White Leptidea duponcheli
Wood White Leptidea sinapis
Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni

Berger's Clouded Yellow

Colias alfacariensis

Clouded Yellow

Colias croceus

Black-veined white

Aporia crataegi

Eastern Bath White

Pontia edusa

Large White

Pieris brassicae

Small White

Pieris rapae

Southern Small White

Pieris mannii

Mountain Small White

Pieris ergane

Green-veined White

Pieris napi

Eastern Dappled White

Euchloe ausonia

Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines
Riodinidae

Duke of Burgundy Hamearis lucina
Lycaenidae

Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas

Sooty Copper Lycaena tityrus

Green Hairstreak

Callophrys rubi

Holly Blue

Celastrina argiolus

Eastern Baton Blue

Pseudophilotes vicrama

Chequered Blue

Scolitantides orion




Butterflies

Common Name

Scientific Name

Green-underside Blue

Glaucopsyche alexis

Osiris Blue Cupido osiris
Small Blue Cupido minimus
Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus
Idas Blue Plebejus idas

Geranium Argus

Eumedonia eumedon

Balkan Zephyr Blue

Kretania sephirus

Mazarine Blue

Cyaniris semiargus

Blue Argus

Aricia anteros

Brown Argus

Aricia agestis

Mountain Argus

Aricia artaxerxes

Adonis Blue

Lysandra bellargus

Chapman's Blue

Polyommatus thersites

Amanda's Blue

Polyommatus amandus

Turquoise Blue

Polyommatus dorylas

Common Blue

Polyommatus icarus

Nymphalidae

Southern White Admiral

Limenitis reducta

Queen of Spain Fritillary

Issoria lathonia

Cardinal

Argynnis pandora

Pearl-bordered Fritillary

Boloria euphrosyne

Painted Lady

Vanessa cardui

Red Admiral

Vanessa atalanta

Peacock

Aglais io

Small Tortoiseshell

Aglais urticae

Comma

Polygonia c-album

Large Tortoiseshell

Nymphalis polychloros

Marsh Fritillary

Euphydryas aurinia

Glanville Fritillary

Melitaea cinxia

Lesser Spotted Fritillary

Melitaea trivia

Spotted Fritillary

Melitaea didyma

Freyer's Fritillary

Melitaea arduinna

Knapweed Fritillary

Melitaea phoebe

Eastern Knapweed Fritillary

Melitaea ornata

Heath Fritillary

Melitaea athalia

Nickerl's Fritillary

Melitaea aurelia

Libytheinae

Nettle-tree Butterfly Libythea celtis

Satyridae

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus

Russian Heath

Coenonympha leander

Pearly Heath

Coenonympha arcania

Speckled Wood

Pararge aegeria

Large Wall Brown

Lasiommata maera

Wall

Lasiommata megera

Balkan Marbled White

Melanargia larissa

Meadow Brown

Maniola jurtina

Woodland Ringlet

Erebia medusa




Birds

Common Name

Scientific Name

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
Quail Corturnix coturnix
Little Grebe Tachybaptus rufficollis

Great Crested Grebe

Podiceps cristatus

Great White Pelican

Pelecanus onocrotalus

Dalmation Pelican

Pelecanus crispus

Great Cormorant

Phalacrocorax carbo

Pygmy Cormorant

Microcarbo pygmeus

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus
Squacco Herpn Ardeola ralloides
Little Egret Egretta garzetta
Great White Egret Ardea alba

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
White Stork Ciconia ciconia
Black Stork Ciconia nigra

Short-toed Snake Eagle

Circaetus gallicus

Marsh Harrier

Circus aeruginosus

Common Buzzard

Buteo buteo

Honey Buzzard

Pernis apivorus

Common Kestrel

Falco tinnunculus

Coot

Fulica atra

Yellow-legged Gull

Larus michahellis

Collared Dove

Streptopelia decaocto

Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur
Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

Tawny Owl Strix aluco

Little Owl Athene noctua
European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus
Swift Apus apus

Alpine Swift Apus melba

Hoopoe Upupa epops

European Bee-eater

Merops apiaster

Green Woodpecker

Picus viridis

Crested Lark

Galerida cristata

Woodlark

Lullula arborea

Crag Martin

Ptyonoprogne rupestris

Barn Swallow

Hirundo rustica

Red-rumped Swallow

Cecropis daurica

House Martin

Delichon urbicum

White wagtail Motacilla alba

Grey wagtail Motacilla cinerea
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos
Blackbird Turdus merula

Robin Erithacus rubecula
Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos
Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros
Stonechat Saxicola rubicola
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla
Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala
Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti




Birds

Common Name

Scientific Name

Great Reed Warbler

Acrocephalus arundinaceus

Common Chiffchaff

Phylloscopus collybita

Great Tit Parus major

Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus
Marsh Tit Poecile palustris
Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus
Bearded Tit Panurus biarmicus
Nuthatch Sitta europaea

Short-toed Treecreeper

Certhia brachydactyla

Lesser Grey Shrike

Lanius minor

Red-backed Shrike

Lanius collurio

Magpie

Pica pica

Jay

Garrulus glandarius

Jackdaw

Corvus monedula

Hooded Crow

Corvus cornix

Raven Corvus corax
Starling Sturnus vulgaris
Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus
House sparrow Passer domesticus
Tree Sparrow Passer montanus

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs
Linnet Linaria cannabina
Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis
Greenfinch Chloris chloris
Serin Serinus serinus

Ortolan Bunting

Emberiza hortulana

Yellowhammer

Emberiza citrinella

Cirl Bunting

Emberiza cirlus

Corn Bunting

Emberiza calandra

Highlight Plant Species
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Gymnosperms & Pteridiophytes

Ophioglossaceae

A Knapweed

Centaurea napulifera

Adder’s Tongue Fern

Ophioglossum vulgatum

A Knapweed

Centaurea triniifolia subsp.
campylacme

Cupressaceae

Oriental Leopard’s Bane

Doronicum orientale

Greek Juniper

Juniperus excelsa

Grey Salsify

Scorzonera cana

Foetid Juniper

Juniperus foeditissima

Southern Ragwort

Tephroseris longifolia

Angiosperms - Dicotyledons A Salsify Tragopogon balcanicus
Acanthaceae Salsify Tragopogon porrifolius
. Tripleurospermum
A Bear’s Breech Acanthus grueterianus |A Mayweed s
tenuifolium
Apiaceae Betulaceae

White Laceflower

Orlaya grandiflora

European Hop Hornbeam

Ostrya carpinifolia

Asteraceae

Boraginaceae

Golden Marguerite

Anthemis tinctoria

Lesser Honeywort

Cerinthe minor

A Thistle

Carduus candicans

A Hound’s Tongue

Cynoglossum columnae

St Benedict’s Thistle

Centaurea benedicta

False Alkanet

Cynoglottis barelleri
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Pale Bugloss

Echium italicum

Bastard Balm

Melittis melissophyllum

Viper’s Bugloss

Echium vulgare

Silver Sage

Salvia argentea

A Golden Drops

Onosma heterophylla

Woolly White Sage

Salvia candidissima

A Golden Drops

Onosma visianii

Mount Olympus Sage

Salvia ringens

Large Skullcap

Scutellaria columnae

Mountain Tea

Sideritis montana

Bulbous Comfrey

Symphytum bulbosum

Downy Woundwort

Stachys germanica

A Comfrey Symphytum ottomanum |A Woundwort Stachys plumosa
Campanulaceae A Woundwort Stachys subconica
Lyrate Bellflower Asyneuma limoniifolium |Field Basil Ziziphora capitata
Clustered Bellflower Campanula glomerata | Lythraceae

Spoon-leaved Bellflower | Campanula spatulata Water Chestnut Trapa natans
Caprifoliaceae Orobanchaceae

Wayfaring Tree Viburnum lantana Yellow Rattle Rhinanthus minor
Guelder Rose Viburnum opulus Papaveraceae

Etruscan Honeysuckle

Lonicera etrusca

White Corydalis

Pseudofumaria alba

Caryophyllaceae

Plantaginaceae

Corncockle

Agrostemma githago

Balkan Toadflax

Linaria dalmatica

Pine-leaved Pink

Dianthus pinifolius

Broom-leaved Toadflax

Linaria genistifolia

A Pink Dianthus stenopetalus |Peloponnese Toadflax Linaria peloponnesiaca
A Pink Dianthus viscidus Plumbaginaceae
A Catchfly Silene bupleuroides A Thrift Armeria canescens

White Campion

Silene latifolia

Ranunculaceae

Rose Campion

Silene coronaria

Summer Pheasant’s Eye

Adonis aestivalis

Dark Red Catchfly

Silene atropurpurea

Large Pheasant’s Eye

Adonis flammea

A Catchfly Silene subconica Love-in-a Mist Nigella damascena
Thread-leaved Water-

Greek Catchfly Silene graeca Ranunculus trichophyllus
Crowfoot

Fabaceae Rosaceae

. Astragalus .
A Milkvetch . Scarlet Avens Geum coccineum
austobalcanicus

Sprawling Milkvetch

Astragalus depressus

Herb Bennet

Geum urbanum

Wild Liquorice

Astragalus glycyphyllos

Field Rose

Rosa arvensis

A Milkvetch

Astragalus mayeri

French Rose

Rosa gallica

Sainfoin Milkvetch

Astragalus onobrychis

Rutaceae

Pale Sainfoin

Onobrychis alba

Burning Bush

Dictamnus albus

Sand Sainfoin

Onobrychis arenaria

Sapindaceae

Fagaceae Field Maple Acer campestre
Kermes Oak Quercus coccifera Bosnian Maple Acer obtusatum
Hungarian Oak Quercus frainetto Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus

Macedonian Oak

Quercus trojana

Scrophulariaceae

Geraniaceae

Green Figwort

Scrophularia umbrosa

A Storksbill

Erodium absinthoides

Thymelaceae

Reflexed Cranesbill

Geranium reflexum

Olive Daphne

Daphne oleoides

Bloody Cranesbill

Geranium sanguineum

Violaceae

Grey Cranesbill Geranium subcaulescens | A Viola Viola eximia
Pencilled Cranesbill Geranium versicolor AViola Viola macedonica
Lamiaceae A Viola Viola orphanidis
Bugle Ajuga reptans A Viola Viola velutina

Alpine Calamint

Clinopodium alpinum

Spotted Deadnettle

Lamium maculatum
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Monocotyledons

Red Helleborine

Cephalanthera rubra

Asparagaceae A Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza cordigera
Tassel Hyacinth Muscari comosum Small-leaved Helleborine |Epipactis microphylla
Iridaceae Chalk Fragrant Orchid Gymnadenia conopsea

Yellow Flag Iris

Iris pseudacorus

Balkan Lizard Orchid

Himantoglossum jankae

Spuria Iris Iris sintenisii Violet Limodore Limodorum abortivum
Liliaceae Toothed Orchid Neotinea tridentata
White Lily Lilium candidum Bird’s Nest Orchid Neottia nidus-avis
Melanthiaceae Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera

False Helleborine Veratrum lobelianum An Ophrys Ophrys epirotica
Orchidaceae An Ophrys Ophrys oestrifera
Lax-flowered Orchid Anacamptis laxiflora An Ophrys Ophrys zeusii

Green-winged Orchid

Anacamptis morio

Early Purple Orchid

Orchis mascula

Anacamptis

Pink Butterfly Orchid . Lady Orchid Orchis purpurea
papilionacea
Cephalanthera

White Helleborine P . Plough-share Orchid Serapias vomeracea
damasonium

Other Species

Common Name

Scientific Name

Bush-cricket

Barbitistes ocskayi

Yellow-bellied Toad

Bombina variegata

Green Toad

Bufotes viridis

Roe Deer

Capreolus capreolus

Four-lined Snake

Elaphe quatorlineata

European Pond Terrapin

Emys orbicularis

Ladybird Spider

Eresus walckenaeri

Tree Frog

Hyla arborea

Brown Hare

Lepus europaeus

Stone Marten

Martes foina

Alpine Newt

Mesotriton alpestris

Black-tailed Skimmer

Orthetrum cancellatum

Erhard's Wall Lizard

Podarcis erhardii

Common Wall Lizard

Podarcis muralis

Agile Frog

Rana dalmatina

Italian Crested Newt

Triturus carniflex

Red Fox

Vulpes vulpes

Sword-grass Moth (larva)

Xylena exsoleta
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