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Day 1 Thursday 18 April 2024 - Krantzkloof Nature Reserve — 69 species seen.

The day dawned full of excitement for the start of the tour! Our guests, Ralph and Claudette
Moore, had arrived a few days early to acclimatize. We started off in the excellent Krantzkloof
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Nature Reserve, which had been closed to visitors following flood damage but reopened just
before our guests arrived. We met at my house to pack the car. Right on cue a Lowland Bush
Beauty, Paralethe dendrophilus indosa, came to see us. This is a unique species, endemic to the
forests of eastern South Africa.

Lowland Bush Beauty / This we hoped would be a
Paralethe dendrophilus /' good omen, so we set off to
indosa g ' explore the reserve. There
) ! o was lots of activity along the
trail including a male African
Plain Tiger ingesting
alkaloids from a seeding
Manyflower Ragwort
Senecio polyanthemoides. It
felt good showing the guests
one of my favourite local
spots.




African Plain Tiger
Danaus chrysippus orientis male

The views along the trail were impressive and the path was alive with butterflies including many
Charaxes species.
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Highlights were butterfly of the day Bicoloured Paradise Skipper, Abantis bicolor, Boisduval’s
False Acraea, Pseudacraea boisduvali trimenii, a scent-marking Striped Policeman, Coeliades
forestan, and elusive Orange-barred Playboy, Deudorix diocles. We saw five Charaxes species
including a male Blue-spotted King Charaxes cithaeron cithaeron, which was shy and reluctant
to open his wings. Every so often a Small Striped Swordtail Graphium policenes appeared but
was too fast to photograph. Hilltopping Veined Swordtails Graphium leonidas made up for that.



Boisduval’s False Acraea 0 Veined Swordtail
Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii Wit Graphium leonidas

After a leisurely walk back to the car it was a short afternoon drive to our next accommodation on
the coast to the north where we met up with my fellow Lepsoc Africa members Pete and Jenny
Sharland.

Day 2 Friday 19 April 2024 Harold Johnson Nature Reserve - 69 species seen.

Harold Johnson Nature Reserve is a coastal forest-grassland mosaic where the largestriver in the
province, the Tugela, reaches the sea. It sits on a high ridge over the river, which is the traditional
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boundary between the old Natal Colony and Zululand. It was a military strongpoint during the
Anglo-Zulu War of 1879 and has a lot of historical sites.

We started off along the road into the reserve where there were plenty of interesting Skippers
(Hesperiidae) around, which kept Ralph busy. The local Baorini tribe can be very difficult to tell
apart. We found several specimens of the Long-horned Swift Borbo fatuellus fatuellus, which has
variable markings and can pose interesting challenges!

Long-horned Swift l‘
Borbo fatuellus fatuelluf
The reserve has some good hilltops, which make it a superb butterflying spot. We put out some
fermented banana then explored the area. An early highlight was a female Autumn-leaf Vagrant
Afrodryas leda waking up in the morning sun. We found many butterflies along the trail and in the
surrounding grasslands. Eastern Pointed Caper White Belenois gidica abyssinica was one of the
most abundant butterflies.

Mid-morning action had started with False Chief Pseudacraea lucretia tarquinia and various
Charaxes species. We saw lots of Blonde Glider Cymothoé coranus, White Pearl Emperor
Charaxes varanes varanes, and Natal Silverlines Cigaritis natalensis playing hard to get in the
canopy. The flowers Wild Sage Stachys aethiopica were attracting lots of attention. Occasionally
a Swordtail or Swallowtail would appear and cause a lot of interest.

On the way back up the hillwe found two of South Africa’s iconic red butterflies, making a glorious
show against the green of the bush.

Back at the hilltop we found that the bananas had done their job, and there were several well-fed
Charaxes. | persuaded some specimens to sit on a little banana bait placed on tree bark to
emulate the leaking, fermenting sap these butterflies love. Butterfly of the day was a perfect,
fresh, Blue-spotted King, who proved to be as feisty as every one of these I’ve encountered; he
forced my fingers apart and headed for the canopy. Luckily, he decided to sit quite low down and



keep an eye on us so we could get good images. We were able to approach some of the Charaxes
very closely — as we can see from Callan’s ‘Charaxes-eye’ portrait of Claudette and Ralph with a
Charaxes candiope.

Blue-spotted King
Charaxes cithaeron cithaeron

Claudette and Ralph with friend
© Gallan Cohen wWwibiEG Charaxes candiope

Late in the afternoon on the way back we spent some more time along the approach road hoping
to find skippers of interest. We found the same species as before but also found Acara Acraea,
Tildia acara, which Ralph had wanted to see. It’s the model that Boisduval’s False Acraea mimics
and is on the front cover of his copy of the Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa. We also found
many Pointed Caper Whites, which were rapidly becoming the trip’s ‘signature butterfly’, getting
ready to roost communally.

Day 3 Saturday 20 April 2024 Fort Pearson — 62 species seen.

After another relaxing night at our luxury accommodation, we packed and drove back to Harold
Johnson, arriving at Fort Pearson. There were some Orange-Barred Playboys Deudorix diocles and
a rather worn Boisduval’s False Acraea.

We saw examples of the ubiquitous Purple-brown Hairstreak Hypolycaena philippus philippus,
which we renamed the ‘PBH’ for short and found Buff-tipped Paradise Skipper Abantis canopus
as well. There were a few Sulphur Orange Tips Colotis auxo auxo around, but they were skittish
and hard to photograph. An African Snout Libythea laius appeared as well as the only Marsh
Patroller Brakefieldia perspicua of the trip. True to form it buried itself in the grass and refused to
give us a decent photo opportunity.
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The bush along this trail has become somewhat overgrown which made progress (and
photography) a bit difficult. Butterfly of the day was a Common Fig-tree Blue Myrina silenus
ficedula perching at the summit. There were several Charaxes. Spotted Ciliate Blues Anthene



larydas were circling the bushes rapidly. More Buff-tipped Paradise Skippers were seen, as well
as scent-marking male Striped Policemen and Black-bordered Babul Blues Azanus moriqua.

African Snout
Libythea laius

We found a Rufous-winged Flat Eagris nottoana nottoana in the place where | had found them
before, close to their host plant Cat-thorn Scutia myrtina. As with everywhere we went on this trip
we saw Golden Piper Eurytela dryope angulata, but they were extremely wary and hard to
photograph.
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,Common, Figstree Blue
"M;:q‘pd silenus ficedula

We found more Sulphur Orange Tips along the way and some Elfin Skippers/Forest Elfins
Sarangesa motozi playing in the shade. Along the main road some African Jokers Byblia anvatara
acheloia were frequenting a patch of Wild Sorghum grass and sucking at some liquid exudation
from the glumes of the inflorescence. I’'ve seen this species and a few others behaving similarly,
and it’'s a mystery since grasses don’t create nectar. The grass experts are flummoxed as well and
are encouraging me to do some analysis.

We then drove on up the escarpment to Eshowe to our accommodation. We were warmly
welcomed by our hostess, who pampered us for the next three nights.

Day 4 Sunday 21 April 2024 Dlinza Forest Boardwalk and Mandawe Cross — 74 species seen.

A short drive and an early start took us to Dlinza Forest, where the boardwalk and tower allow
great canopy views. We spent a while along the forest edges as the sun rose, watching the day’s
butterflies waking up to sun themselves next to the large lawn at the entrance to the boardwalk.
We saw the first Large Vagrants Nepheronia argia variegata of the trip as well as our first
Albatrosses Appias spp, and a nice Large Ciliate Blue female Anthene lemnos. We also put up a
couple of baited traps for Charaxes. We also found the rare Spotless Policeman Coeliades libeon.



Large Ciliate Blue female ) astern Diverse Albatross male
Anthene lemnos lemnos PO Appiasiepaphia contracta

The tower at the end of the boardwalk has a good viewing platform in the canopy of a huge Natal
Fig tree Ficus natalensis. ‘Tree-topping’ butterflies use it as a lekking spot and it’s possible to get
some great sightings there.
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We soon had some ‘firsts’ for the trip, including the rarest of the three local Pseudacraea species,
P. eurytus imitator. Males were perching on the canopy just below the tower and posing nicely.
Charaxes were quite scarce, but we had good views of Coast/Satyr Charaxes Eriboea ethalion
ethalion.

Lesser Fig-tree Blue
Myrina dermaptera dermapteta




Our butterfly of the day was the male Lesser Fig-tree Blue Myrina dermaptera dermaptera, which
refused to sit out in the open and chose to place a fig leaf between us and them. Despite this we
managed a couple of photos and there were ‘oohs and aahs’ as the mirror-like blue upperside
was seen. The banana produced a nice male Forest King, Charaxes xiphares penningtoni.

At midday we came off the boardwalk, picked up some lunch, and drove to Mandawe Cross. The
drive takes in some of the vast landscapes of Zululand as one looks northwards. The Cross is on
the steeple of a Norwegian Mission church built on a high point overlooking Phobane Lake and
the uMhlatuze River valley.
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The surrounding lands have everything from arid savanna to moist forest and grasslands, so the
mix of species on the summit can be very rich. Mandawe produced a few firsts for the trip. We
had had a brief sighting of Clear-spotted Acraea Stephenia aglaonice at Fort Pearson but at
Mandawe Ralph and | found a mint, shocking-pink male on the far hilltop. We had a couple of
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sightings of Queen Purple Tip Colotis regina including a mating pair that Callan managed to
photograph. We saw our first Zulu Shadefly Coenyra hebe of the trip, one of the species that
normally flies at low altitude but is found on the hilltop at Mandawe. One of our surprises was
here - a tiny Confusing Sandman Ernsta confusa, which is normally found only in the lowland
areas of northern Zululand. It’s very rare and so tiny one can easily mistake it for a small fly.

Tailea 'Black-eye
Leptomyrina hirundo

Red-line Sapphi
lolaus sidus

There was an African Yellow Pansy Junonia hierta cebrene on the road up the hill. We got Pearl-
spotted Charaxes Eriboea jahlusa argynnides on the hilltop, dogfighting with Red-line Sapphires
lolaus sidus and Natal Silverlines. There was also a Bush Scarlet Axiocerses amanga, and a small
colony of Tailed Black-eyes Leptomyrina hirundo. It was difficult to decide on a butterfly of the
day!

From Mandawe we were able to look out to our objectives for the next two days — Nkandla Forest
to the north-west and oNgoye Forest to the south-east.

We had a picnic lunch in the shadow of the church next to a big Mahogany tree, Trichilia emetica,
whilst being buzzed by butterflies. Bliss.

Day 5 Monday 22 April 2024 Nkandla Forest - 28 species seen.

We awoke to high overcast and a southerly wind — the heatwave of the past few days was over,
and we were headed for a high-altitude forest — Nkandla is mostly between 1000 and 1200m. As
we drove north-west from Eshowe the road took us into the high grasslands of the heart of
Zululand, where cattle farming is the mainstay of the economy. The scenery was breathtaking and
although it was cool the sun was shining. Eventually we came over a high pass to the forest.

We put up a Charaxes trap on the southern (lowest) edge of the forest. Although it was cool there
were good butterflies about.



>-hig sa'fndstope bluffs of the middle Tugela valley edge to the left.
dla’Forest is on the high ridge tothe right.

The Leonotis flowers at the start of the route were attracting male Large Vagrants and we saw our
first White-banded Swallowtails, Papilio echerioides echerioides. There were also some Bush
Beauties on the wing - the first we’d seen since starting out in my garden. These butterflies like
cool conditions.

Large Vagrant male
Nepheronia argia variegata

We were hoping to see Emperor Swallowtails Papilio ophidicephalus and Bush Kites Papilio
euphranor, but neither did we see. This was strange because there were lots of other Papilio
species onthe wing. It appears the cool weather (it never got much above 20°C) was putting them
off.

A forest clearing, however, was in excellent condition with many flowers blooming and lots of
butterflies. It was a treat to see so many Red-hot Pokers Kniphofia sp. growing in the wild, because
to many this is a popular garden plant. | wish my garden looked like this! They were pulling in the
Mocker Swallowtails Papilio dardanus cenea — both sexes, which was fine because the females
are normally deep forest skulkers. Curry Skunkbush Chaenostoma floribundum was also proving
very attractive.

We also saw lots of both sexes of Large Vagrant as well as both female forms of East African
Albatross Appias sabina phoebe. Eastern Battling Gliders Cymothoé alcimeda trimeni were
visiting the flowers. There were also many small lycaenids and skippers like the Eastern Gold-
spotted Sylph Metisella metis paris flitting around in the undergrowth.



Mocker Swallowtail male
Papilio dafdanus cenea

Female Mocker Swallowtail
Papilio dardanus cened}. sylvicola

Fem, le L rge.
Nepheronia argia variegata f. 6

| then recommended that we take a long shot and go looking for the isolated Nkandla colony of
the Critically Endangered Karkloof Blue (or Karkloof Cupid), Orachrysops ariadne. This spot is
110km from the nearest colony in the Karkloof northwest of Durban. This was my first opportunity
to be on this site at the right time of year for this enigmatic species. Also, an opportunity to show
our US-based clients a local ‘blue’ that has the same status as their famous Miami, Karner and
Paloverde blues.

It's a short, steep climb from the road. When we reached the site, | immediately saw that it closely
resembled the better-known Wahroonga site east of Karkloof — steep herby grassland next to a
forested gully. Soon Ralph called out ‘is that one?’ and sure enough the unmistakable (to me) form



four sites, three
-Natal Midlands and

© Ralph Moore

of a patrolling male was whizzing over the grass. We stationed ourselves either side of the
(illustrated above) ford across the gully where males could be seen circling just like they do at
Wahroonga (now the uVemvane Nature Reserve) and females were seeking out the Indigofera
woodii var laxa host plant. Photography was challenging, because | could find none perching on
dead Helichrysum flowerheads as they do elsewhere. We had to work as a team, calling out
landing spots and trying to get there before the quarry took off again. Eventually we all got photos,
with Ralph getting a great shot of a wings-open female.

There were about six to eightindividuals on the wing, comparable to a session at Wahroonga, and
| reported this on the Lepsoc KZN WhatsApp group. | knew that the relevant Conservation officers
would pick this up and so they did. We learned that the ‘egg count’ last season was the lowest on
record. Counting eggs on a standard plot is the best way to estimate the number of butterflies
and track them over time, so it was a relief that we’d seen adults in reasonable numbers. We also
learned that one of the only five known locations for the butterfly is now under threat from



intensive cattle farming, which sparked a discussion on the challenges of conserving rare
butterfly populations.

With this success under our belt (no prizes for guessing butterfly of the day at this point) we set
off to explore further.

The trap hadn’t attracted any Charaxes of note,
Happily, the flowering Canary Creeper Senecio
tamoides next to it had one of the target
species nectaring on it. Sulphur Dotted Border
Mylothris trimenia is our rarest of the genus
and is restricted to Afromontane forests like
Nkandla. We saw them on our last tour at
Mariepskop, so it was good to see them again.

We set off down the forest trail. We had a few
good sightings along there including White-
banded Swallowtail and Rainforest Acraea
Acraea boopis, but not all the target species I’d
expected were there.

We found some massive caterpillars that
turned out to be the Rose Eggar Philotherma
rosa. There were also some Eastern Battling
Gliders and a Large Flat, Apallaga mokeezi
mokeezi.

We pressed on along the trail until it emerged

Sulphur Dotted Border %’M into the grasslands beyond.
Mylothris trimenia

Rose Eggar adqlt
> "Fhi‘lo'therma rosa ',

The huge caterpillar and its adult!

This ridge stretches for several kilometres, totally surrounded by forest. It always puts me in mind
of the Barrowdowns in the Lord of the Rings, so | mentioned that we might encounter Tom
Bombadil. To my delight Ralph sang out: ‘Ho ho Tom Bombadil, Tom Bombadillo!’ | came back
with ‘Bright blue his jacket is, and his boots are yellow!’. One of those lovely moments we have on
tours...



Claudetté/and Ralph on the grassy ridge at Nkandla %:uo (/%M
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The area has rare grassland butterflies in early summer, but | wasn’t sure what we’d find in
autumn. On one of the prominences, | spied a colourful skipper flying low down. At first, | thought
it was a Gold-spotted Sylph that had strayed from the forest, but on closer inspection it was
something far rarer. A Fulvous Painted Ranger, Nervia mohozutsa! It was a female, and soon
afterwards Claudette found a male... and they were posing nicely for photos.

Male Fulvous Painted Ranger
Nervia mohozutsa

Painted Rangers are quite widely distributed and there are several species. They are never
common and Fulvous is arguably the most spectacular in South Africa. One can’t plan to see one
of them, one must be in the right place at the right time and possess a modicum of luck. | know a
few spots where they have been seen but they are unpredictable. This was a new one. There was
a debate about whether this or the Karkloof Blue should be butterfly of the day!

The light was beginning to fail after the walk back to the vehicle, so we set off back to Eshowe and
a well-earned dinner. Despite the clouds we had some great sightings and did Nkandla justice.
The next day was scheduled for another iconic Zululand forest.

Day 6 Tuesday 23 April 2024 oNgoye Forest and Enseleni Nature Reserve — 45 species seen.

oNgoye is the largest ‘Scarp’ (as opposed to Afromontane) forest in South Africa and has floral
and faunal affinities with areas in northern Mozambique and Tanzania. It has no locally endemic
butterflies but is known for its beauty, high numbers of species, and the potential for surprises.



We reached it via the long road through the hills from Mandawe. After hanging some traps, we set
off along the 4x4 trail on the northwest side of the forest.

The weather was looking reasonably good as we drove along the track stopping at concentrations
of flowers that were growing in the grassland at the forest edge. We found a couple more firsts like
Meadow Blue Cupidopsis cissus. Afemale Southern Sapphire /olaus silas that was ovipositing on
her host plant in the canopy proved to be elusive —and confused — because she kept trying to lay
on a nearby Canary Creeper. After battling to get close to them elsewhere we found Dusky-veined
Telchinia Telchinia igola nectaring on Fever Tea Lippia javanica, and there were lots of Mocker and
Citrus Swallowtails about.
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Female Southcl"n Sapphire lelous silas ovipositing by mistake
on Canary Creeper Senecio tamoides

Dusky-ve? Flch

Telchinia igola

In the forest Callan heard the calls of the endemic Ongoye Red Squirrel Paraxerus palliatus
ornatus. We were rewarded with good sightings of this rare, threatened mammal - and
photographs.

Not long afterwards Ralph came up with one of the big surprises of the tour — Ferrous (or
Ferruginous) Swift, Borbo ferruginea dondo. This is a very rare skipper in South Africa and a few
records have been trickling in from the area, so it wasn’t impossible but unexpected. Shortly
afterwards Callan found one as well. Despite much searching | could not see one. | commented
that this is a once in a lifetime butterfly, my only sighting having been 30-odd years ago at
Manguzi... | was very happy for Ralph because he has an affinity for Hesperiidae and had seen
some winners on this trip.



bo ferruginea dondo "0 Ralph Mpo{eA ;

We decided to get on our way to St. Lucia, our next stop, because time was getting on and we
hoped to stop at Enseleni Nature Reserve on the way. | had hopes of finding Large Glasswing
Ornipholidotos peucetia penningtoni in the swamp along the river, having found it there 18 years
ago. Thatwas in December, but the local Poritiinae can turn up at any time of year, so it was worth
a look.
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When we arrived, we told the gate officer that we were after butterflies. This clearly got relayed
upwards because as we were getting ready to begin walking some friends of mine from Ezemvelo
KZN Wildlife conservation arrived. It turned out that they were having a big local meeting and word
had got out about our success with the Karkloof Blue. The people knew we were on safari in the
area so two and two were put together and four made when we arrived. After introductions all
round we had an escort from Sharon Louw, the local researcher on lepidoptera (and other
invertebrates) to the swamp. Unfortunately, despite a lot of swamp bashing and muddy feet no
Glasswings were found.

As if in compensation there were skippers in the surrounding grasslands and a first in the form of
one of the Three-ring species, a Ypthima. Those led Ralph a merry dance because they are so
difficult to photograph. They are small and grey, fly low, and only land a good few meters away,
hidden by the grass. Being Satyrines they have excellent hearing and spook before one gets within
range. And there are at least three species in the area that are very difficult to tell apart.
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Dodger o} w1 | water Watchman
Afrogegengs sp. g | nil Parnara monasi

One of the skippers was the wetland specialist Water Watchman Parnara monasi, but the other
was another of Africa’s confusing ‘cryptospecies’. The three species of Dodgers, Afrogegenes sp.,
are completely indistinguishable in the females, not even DNA helps, nor genitalia.

Eventually Ralph had to admit defeat by Ypthima (this is not a rare thing with Satyrinae!) and we
set off for St. Lucia.

Day 7 Wednesday 24 April 2024 St. Lucia - 40 species seen.

After breakfast we found a couple of very obliging Lesser-horned Swifts Borbo lugens - the first of
the tour — nectaring and perching on a low hedge in the car park. These were duly stalked and
photographed. We then packed and drove the short distance to a forest trail on the southern part
of the St. Lucia peninsula. We hung our traps, and | tried out the fishy bait spray | had made up
from advice of guides in Asia and South America. We were hoping for Gold-banded Forester
Euphaedra neophron because one had been seen here a week or so earlier.

Streaked Sailer
Neptis goochiri

This is a thickly wooded area with lots of Hippopotamus spoor (it’s unwise to come here at night)
and warnings not to get too close to the river’s edge. Crocodiles have been known to attack
unwary fishermen here. There is a maze of narrow paths linking a series of clearings and some
broad grassy areas near the water.

Streaked Sailers Neptis goochii were common here but shy and wary; they were fun to try and
photograph. Unlike the previous sites the prevalent Bush Brown was the Squinting, Bicyclus
anynana anynana. The squintin the forewing underside tornal ocellus was not always evident and
we had to go off the shape of the hindwing median line. That is sinuous whereas in the commoner
Black-haired Bush Brown it is straight or evenly convex towards the outer margin.



Near the water a perfect Citrus Swallowtail came down and perched beautifully giving a great
photo opportunity.

Squinting Bush Brown
Bicyclus anynana anynana

Citrus Swallowtail

Papilio dbmaq@Mocus -
The Hippo dung was not attracting butterflies as it has in other areas of Africa, and my fishy liquid
was ignored as well. It proved to be of no use on the entire trip; I've kept it at home to mature
further and will try it out in the garden over time to see if it gains effectiveness.

And the Gold-Banded Foresters remained elusive, although we did begin to see Buffs (Poritiinae).
So far only the widespread Spotted Buff Pentila tropicalis tropicalis but we kept an eye out for the
other species that were on our target list.

We decided to drive to the Estuary boardwalk then on to Nibela via the iSimangaliso Wetland
Park.

Spotted Buff
Pentila tropicalis tropicalis

Along the boardwalk we saw a few butterflies but nothing new. The law of diminishing returns was
setting in. A beautiful fresh female Eastern Scarlet Axiocerses tjoane showed well and was voted
butterfly of the day. The Buffs were flying high, then flying low, and perching on tendrils looking for
extrafloral nectaries.

Going through the Park avoided the roadworks on the highway link and gave us a chance to see
some megaherbivores. We also visited the uMthoma Boardwalk and lookout point. We saw
Giraffe, Buffalo, Wildebeest (Brindled Gnu), Hippo and Waterbuck. The Hippo performed nicely
with their grunting noises and the male opening his jaws to show us who is boss. A large dung
beetle entertained us by rolling her ball around, periodically perching atop it to orient herself.



Hippo threat display
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View from uMthoma lookout
Coastal dunes in the distance
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The views from uMthoma were glorious. Butterflies were active in the canopy, but most were high
up and hard to see. This did not detract from the experience! Some of the Buffs may have been
the Natal Mottled Baliochila aslanga but the only ones we managed to photograph were the
Spotted. We spent some time watching a Tree Nymph in the distance that turned out to be a
Bronze Tree Nymph, Sevenia natalensis, but too far to get a usable photo.

Then it was time for the drive to Nibela at the other end of the lake system.

Day 8 Thursday 25 April 2024 Nibela Lake Lodge — 50 species seen.

The great thing about places like Nibela Lake Lodge is that one doesn’t need to drive anywhere.
Breakfasts are late (8am) so there’s time to work up an appetite.




We got up early to hang the traps and were soon into the first of many Zulu Shadeflies. The lake
looked like this at sunup (5:51am).

Dawn across the lake at Nibela ﬁ‘;ﬂ@ (N

©) PHOTOGRAPHS OF LIFE

There are many paths on Nibela and its neighbour Sobhengu. Our main target was the Gold-
banded Forester Euphaedra neophron neophron but there were others as well!

We found a single Mamba Swordtail Graphium colonna, but it disappeared before anyone could
get a photo. We combed the forest understorey but no Large Glasswings or Zulu Yellow Buffs
Teriomima zuluana turned up. Sulphur Orange Tips Colotis auxo auxo were everywhere —and the
occasional Round-winged Orange Tip Colotis euippe omphale. Veined Arabs Colotis vesta
argillaceus were seen for the first time but proved elusive. Buquet’s Vagrants Nepheronia buquetii

Male Sulphur Ofan
Colotis auxo auxo

Female Rufous-winged Flat
Eagris nottoana nottoana




buquetii began to be seen as well as Shade Swallowtails Papilio constantinus constantinus. We
at last got good views of a female Rufous-winged Flat, Eagris nottoana nottoana, and got photos.

We also started to see Babul Blues; a Topaz Babul Blue Azanus jesous was flying around a low
bush in one of the clearings. A Natal Babul Blue Azanus natalensis was seen as well, but they
were not performing well for the cameras.

Feeling rather hungry we were walking down the track when a little low flying saucer-like shape
went shooting past us. Gold-banded Forester at last. Callan got this atmospheric shot of it sitting
in a sunbeam in the road.
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Gold-banded Forester
Euphaedra neophron neophron

© Callan Cohen www.birdingafrica.com

We would see more but this was the first. In the traps we had Blue-spotted Kings again as well as
both sexes of Club-tailed Charaxes, Polyura zoolina. These were the dry season form neanthes.

Club-tailed Cha
Polyura zoolin

With this we called it a day because clouds were massing, and rain looked likely. We went for
dinner in the Lake Lodge’s excellent restaurant. The night was very peaceful with only the sound
of the lake waves and Wood Owls calling in the darkness (although there was a full moon).

Day 9 Friday 26 April 2024 Nibela Lake Lodge and the road to Kuleni - 45 species seen.

We decided to explore the area more deeply and the forests on the western side of the peninsula.
At one point it started to rain softly, and cameras went into the bags, but the weather cleared, and
it seemed to bring out more butterflies including more Gold-Banded Foresters. Claudia and Ralph
found one of their own, which was sitting on the ground sucking at a fallen, squashed Kooboo-



berry Mystroxylon aethiopicum. There were plenty of these fruiting and the butterflies were
probably scattered around the thickest parts of the bush where the fruit had fallen and was
rotting.

We kept up the search for Large Glasswings and Zulu Yellow Buffs but there were none in the

shadyforest floor areas or on tendrils or twigs. There was a lot more activity around the golf course
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with Veined Arabs posing well, a new one in the form of Southern Black-veined Ant-heap White
Dixeia doxo parva, and a Black-banded Swift Ralph and | had spotted zipping around one of the
buildings. | took a shot, and the flash spooked it, but the ultrafast Canon R7 shutter captured itin
flight, showing the upperside and allowing identification. Skippers have the fastest recorded
reaction speed of any butterfly, and this one took off in the 3.5 milliseconds it takes for the
camera’s shutter slit to cross the sensor.

There were more Shade Swallowtails around and in the cloudy conditions they seemed more
willing to sit still and pose.

Southern Black-veined Ant-heap White male
Dixeia doxo parva f. inspersa

Shade Swallowtail female
Papilio constantinus constantinus




Eventually we sat down on the benches at the golf course and started eating lunch. Callan called
out ‘Buff!” and it flew low, settling on a rock right next to me. Zulu Yellow Buff at last! | had a
sandwich in hand and during the time it took to replace it with the camera she took off. Lunch
was forgotten for the time being! We soon realised it was a female laying eggs in bark crevices on
nearby trees where the larval food, a black cyanobacteria, was growing. She would land, take a
second or so to pop out an egg, and take off. Most of the time she was too fast for us but eventually
we all got photos. | eyeballed the sites where she’d laid eggs and could see nothing, and there’s
nothing visible on the photos either. Most Poritiine eggs I’ve seen are black or dark brown so that’s
not surprising.

Zulu Yellow Buff female,ovjpositing gm (/\)
'. 'Omima Zuluana -» © PHOTBGRAPHS OF LIFE
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Even at this late stage in the tour we were still finding new species and some of them were targets.
There was some debate about butterfly of the day here —was it our client’s very own Gold-banded
Forester, or the Zulu Yellow Buff?

After this excitement we decided to make a move towards Kuleni because we had seen on
previous tours that the road out of Nibela Reserve could produce good sightings.




A white form Club-tailed Charaxes Polyura zoolina f. zoolina (the normal wet season form) was
seen perching low enough on the canopy for photos. There was a patch of flowering plants just
before the road leaves the forested area and starts following the wetlands. It produced a good
sighting of Natal Babul Blue as well as a Pea Blue Lampides boeticus. This is normally very
common in South Africa, but it was a rare sight on this tour.

Glossy/ibis juvenil X 2\ ) B | GreyHeron
Plegadis falcineflus' ' ;'\ ¥ J [ ¥ sl Ardea cinerea

African Spoonbill Yellow-billed Stork
Platalea alba ; \ Moycteria ibis

The wetlands in this area are very good for waterbirds and we could not resist a large bird party
where the road forded a waterlogged area. Many birds were seen including Red-billed Teal Anas
erythrorhyncha, Glossy lbis Plegadis falcinellus, Yellow-billed Storks Mycteria ibis, African
Spoonbills Platalea alba, Grey Herons Ardea cinerea, and White-faced Whistling Ducks
Dendrocygna viduata. For a while we forgot about butterflies among these photogenic creatures.

Day 10 Saturday 27 April 2024 Kuleni Game Park — 58 species seen.

Kuleni Game Park is an area with a mix of Sand Forest and Tembe Sandy Bushveld, so it is different
to the areas we had visited earlier.

It’s a beautiful place to walk around with huge trees and vistas of grassland. The reserve owner,
Dylan Panos, lives inside an ancient patch of Sand Forest under massive Lebombo Wattle
Newtonia hildebrandtii trees. He often sees Gold-banded Foresters in his ‘garden’. Although we
saw none on this visit, this was more than made up for by the large numbers of butterflies
including Spotted Buffs, and the (by now famous) habituated Narina Trogon Apaloderma narina,
Archie.

On the first walk we soon found specials. Zulu Shadefly was present, but also a first - Dark-
webbed Ringlet Physcaeneura panda. This little butterfly’s stunning underside is as attractive as
the Shadefly’s and always attracts attention. The other special was Dusky Russet Aloeides
taikosama. This is a small dull butterfly that flies low among the grasses but is of great scientific
interest. It’s one of a large genus of fascinating ant-associated Lycaenids whose phylogeny and



biology is poorly understood. This species has a very wide range across the subcontinent and it’s
more than likely that it’s really a complex of related species.

We found a large colony of Dwarf Blues Oraidium barberae perching on low sedge flowers along
theroad. Thisis a candidate for smallest butterfly in the world. There was also a Common Evening
Brown Melanitis leda leda skulking around in the undergrowth.

Dark-webbed Ringlet

Algeides \aikps M Physcaeneura panda

-
African Common Evening Brown
Melanitis leda leda ol Al bl

Ralph in action at Kuleni



We spent the middle of the day at Dylan’s house with Archie and the Buffs (and a lovely False
Dotted Border Belenois thysa thysa).

imale False D:otted Border
Belehois thysa thysa

Spotted Buff
© PHOTOGRAPHS OF LIFE Pentila tropicalis tropicalis

We then went to the eastern end of the reserve to the uBhejane Nature Guide training area, which
is more open. There was a lot of the low growing herb Oocephala centauroides which is normally
a good butterfly plant, but only attracted a few on this day. Swallowtails were nectaring in the
open on other plants like the invasive pantropical weed ‘Meidebossie’ or ‘Sleepy Morning’
Waltheria indica, where we were able to photograph them in flight.
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Female Southern Narrow. Green-bawlowhil F / Natal Babul Blue on Oocephala centauroides
Papilio nireus lyaeus “ =/ N Azanus natalensis
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Day 11 Sunday 28 April 2024 False Bay Park — 60 species seen.

This was the last full day of the tour, and we had another part of the iSimangaliso Wetland Park
lined up - False Bay Park. This forms the western side of Lake St. Lucia; we had been to the
southern and northern sides earlier and Nibela Peninsula is in the middle of the lake. The
vegetation is similar, but the butterfly mix can be different, and it has a reputation for big numbers.



After another early morning walk and a great breakfast (freshly squeezed pineapple juice is
delicious) we drove from Kuleni to False Bay Park along a back road that approaches the park gate
from the north. It runs along the Park fence through the surrounding farms, many of which are
managed for biodiversity and are known butterfly sites.

| have always wanted to explore this area and Callan fortunately knew the way. There was plenty
of activity including more Dark-webbed Ringlets and a surprise in the form of a very fresh
Cupreous Ash Blue Eicochrysops messapus mahallakoaena male. This was Claudette’s
discovery, they are not common in the area, being more of a savanna and grassland species.
There was a beautiful Spotted Ciliate Blue Anthene larydas nectaring on an Ocimum (Basil)
species nearby.

Spotted Ciliate Blue male
Anthene larydas

Eicochrysops messapus mahallal

The level of water in the lake (which is an estuary) has increased dramatically since a move was
made some years ago to open its river mouth to the ocean. Many trees had grown up on the banks
and with the higher levels of salinity and water levels they have drowned, like the Tamboti
Spirostachys africana trees along the road from the gate to the campsite we planned to visit for
butterflies.

O

The eagle-eyed Callan spotted a tiny orange butterfly on one of the dead twigs. This was another
first. Natal Mottled Buff Baliochila aslanga.

The area was buzzing with Pieridae. Both sexes of Autumn-leaf Vagrant Afrodryas leda, Vine-leaf
Vagrant Eronia cleodora, and several species of skipper. Some of these were new for the trip, like



False Swift Borbo fallax, and we found a Rusty Swift Borbo detecta. There were also plenty of
Papilio species.

Natal Mottled Buff male ( False Swift
Baliochila aslanga Borbo fallax

Autumn-leaf'Vagrant female
Afrodryasleda f. trimeni

Autumn-leaf Vagrant male
Afrodryas leda

We went up to a patch of Sand Forest where I’ve found rarities in the past. There is a huge
Lebombo Wattle there with a big Caustic Vine Cynanchum viminale in its canopy. It was alive with
Pierids of various species as well as a few Lycaenids. One was a Mimosa Sapphire lolaus
mimosae rhodosense that was new for the tour. It was too high up for a decent photo, but we were
able to identify it from an extreme telephoto shot.

Coastal Hairstreak Hypolycaena lochmophila ...? It's in the shade of that tree that |

‘ and others have found rare
3‘ Coastal Hairstreaks Hypolycaena
, Jj/’ lochmophila. This closely

resembles the ubiquitous ‘PBH’,
Hypolycaena philippus, which
was all over the bushes outside
the forest like they normally were
on this tour. The differences are in
the genitalia, the male upperside
colour and sex brand, the shape of
the postmedian line on the
forewing underside... and its
behaviour. It’s a skulker, not a
treetop percher, and we found one
skulking in the exact same spot
where I’ve seen them before. Callan managed to grab a shot that showed that postmedian line.
It’s a female, which makes it more difficult because the differences are more exaggerated in the
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males. She was ovipositing on the correct host plant Dune Soapberry Deinbollia oblongifolia,
which unfortunately doesn’t rule out PBH because it uses the same plant, among dozens of
others. The jury is going to have to remain out on this one.

We went back to the spot where I’'d seen Zulu Yellow Buff in the past and found it to be full of
Pierids — but no Buffs. But among all the Vagrants and Pointed Caper Whites | spotted something
different — a single female Banded Gold Tip Teracolus eris eris. True to form for single sightings
she didn’t hang around. She led Ralph and Claudette a merry dance.

Vine-leaf Vagrant male ; [ Banded Gold Tip female &
a eleo 4 Teracolus eris eris

Eventually we decided to call it a day and return for our evening meal. We had to get there before
5pm to catch the restaurant before they closed, this being Sunday. We drove back along Callan’s
specialroute but saw nothing new. Which is probably a good thing because we might have missed
our supper!

Day 12 Monday 29 April 2024 Mtunzini area — 43 species seen.

At last, we came to the final day of the tour. After packing and a goodbye to Kuleni we set off south
to King Shaka Airport. We had a planned stop-off at the coastal town of Mtunzini. It’s very close
to the highway so it’s not much of a detour.

As soon as we entered the area, we spotted a big fresh Variable Diadem Hypolycaena anthedon
wahlbergi flying low next to the road. Callan then pulled off one of his spotting feats — a pair of
Palm-nut Vultures Gypohierax angolensis in the forest, very close to us. His photo of one of them
is on the front cover. These are rare raptors at the extreme southern edge of their range. It was a
treat to see them.

! Variabié’&a‘dem ‘Friar’ - type
Hypolimnqs agnthedon wahlbergi f. wahlbergi

‘Hypolimnas anthea an wahlbergi f. mima

We were hoping to fill a few last gaps. We had seen only one of the Danaine genus Amauris
(Clerics) on the tour — Novice Amauris ochlea — and hadn’t seen the largest, Southern Friar



Amauris niavius dominicanus. It’s a large aposematic black-and-white butterfly with several very
good mimics, many of which kept fooling even me, who is supposed to be able to tell them apart!

One of these mimics is the wahlbergi form of Variable Diadem, which true to form was all over the
place. Another is the female hippocoonides form of the Mocker Swallowtail. We saw at least one
sex of this butterfly on every day of the trip. But no Friars! Below is one from last year for
comparison.

Southern Friar at False Bay Park in 2023
Amauris niavius dominicanus

Mocker Swallowtail fema,lg.’Fria‘r‘-@-- type
Papilio dardanus ceneaf. hippocoonides

Wrap

This was a fun trip with clients who were good and knowledgeable companions. Everyone agreed
that it had been a success. We found most of the target species with a few exceptions. Some
species that are normally common, like the Layman Amauris albimaculata, were absent, which
was surprising. There were some welcome surprises and we got to see some red listed species.
And we saw some awesome scenery and a few good birds.

Only three species were seen on every day of the trip — Golden Piper Eurytela dryope angulata,
Mocker Swallowtail Papilio dardanus cenea, and African Migrant Catopsilia florella. We had good
weather almost every day and when it did rain it was not for long. This is an advantage of tours run
at the beginning of the dry season. One might miss out on a couple of species, but time lost to
poor conditions is minimised.

The total species count was 170. The following tables contain the list of species seen.

Three butterflies could not be identified to species level either because they are impossible to tell
apart from the wing markings or because the genus could be identified but not the species:

e FEretis sp — the colour of the forelegs is vital to identification. They were invisible in flight
and the butterfly did not land.

e [eptotes sp —there are four species of Leptotes found in South Africa — pirithous, jeanneli,
babaulti and brevidentatus that can only be identified by genitalia dissection.

e Ypthima sp — specimens were seen flying but did not land. There are at least two species
of Ypthima (asterope and impura) found in the area. A good photograph of both wing
surfaces is needed for identification.

Steve Woodhall
Callan Cohen

6 May 2024



lparadise-skipper

Family | Subfamily [Scientific name| Common name | Seen [ 2024/04/18 | 2024/04/19 | 2024/04/20 [ 2024/04/21 | 2024/04/22 | 2024/04/23 | 2024/04/24 [ 2024/04/25 [ 2024/04/26 | 2024/04/27 | 2024/04/28 | 2024/04/29
Krantzkloof Harold Fort Pearson Dlinza Nkandla oNgoye St Lucia Nibela Nibela Kuleni False Bay Mtunzini
Johnson Mandawe Enseleni
HESPERIIDAE |COELIADINAE [One-pip
HESPERIDAE |COELIADINAE  [COCUadesforestan g\ o boliceman X X X X X X
forestan
HESPERIIDAE |COELIADINAE  [Coeliades keithloa IRed-tab policeman X X X
HESPERIIDAE |ICOELIADINAE [Coeliades libeon [Spotless policeman X
HESPERIDAE [COELIADINAE  [Coeliades lorenzo  [C02> 2t Red-tab
lpoliceman
HESPERIIDAE |ICOELIADINAE [Coeliades pisistratus [Two-pip policeman
HESPERIDAE HESPERINAE  [\C/e0S Mackenii . oyens dart X
Imackenii
HESPERIDAE HESPERINAE [ T08€genes Masked dodger
fhottentota
L Afrogegenes
H DAE letterstedti Brown dodger X X X X
H DAE ocra [Vellow dodger
L Wpallaga mokeezi
H DAE Inokeezi Large flat X X
f DAE titropa erinnys Bush night-fighter
lerinnys
I DAE fporbo b lOtive-haired swift
borbonica
H DAE Borbo detecta Rusty swift X X
HESPERIIDAE HESPERIINAE Borbo fallax False swift X
Borbo fatuellus N
HESPERIIDAE HESPERIINAE Fatuelus lLong-horned swift X X X X X
HESPERIDAE HESPERINAE  [L020 TeMU8INea leorous swit X
dondo
HESPERIIDAE [HESPERIINAE Borbo lugens LLesser-horned swift X X X
HESPERIIDAE  HESPERIINAE Borbo micans Marsh swift
HESPERIIDAE [HESPERIINAE Dotta callicles IPale ranger
HESPERIDAE HESPERIINAE ~ [CcEenes pumilio IDark dodger
gambica
H DAE IModest sylph
H DAE ‘macomo ranger
H DAE N ) IDark ranger
hiveostriga
| DAE kobela Pondo dark flat
G DAE metis paris  [Gold-spotted sylph X X
F DAE Moltena fiara [Strelitzia night-fighter
F DAE Wervia Fulvous painted ranger X
b DAE [vervia wallﬁngrenll Wallengren's ranger
wallengrenii
H DAE \Parnara monasi [Water watchman X
F DAE " morantii IMorant's orange
Imorantii
H DAE pidas mathias Black-branded swift X
F DAE pidas thrax White-branded swift
: DAE moritili  [Honey hopper X
| [Torbenlarsenia N N
G DAE bemela [Twin swift X X X
F DAE ia holtzi |Variable swift
F DAE [Tsitana tsita IDismal sylph
F DAE liysmephita IPalm-tree night-fighter
HESPERIIDAE |PYRGINAE WAgyllia asterodia [Star sandman
HESPERIIDAE |PYRGINAE Ernsta co{otes [Easter bushveld
HESPERIIDAE  PYRGINAE [Ernsta confusa |Confusing sandman X
confusa
HESPERIIDAE [PYRGINAE [Ernsta delagoae IDelagoa sandman
HESPERIIDAE |PYRGINAE Ernsta dromus Forest sandman X X X
HESPERIIDAE |PYRGINAE iGomalia elma elma [Green-marbled skipper X X
HESPERIIDAE [PYRGINAE [Spialia ferax [Striped sandman
HESPERIIDAE |PYRGINAE ISpialia spio Mountain sandman
L Bi-coloured paradise-
HESPERIIDAE [TAGIADINAE Wbantis bicolor N X
[skipper
HESPERIIDAE  [TAGIADINAE Wbantis canopus ::('i’;:::ped paradise- X X X X X X
HESPERIIDAE [TAGIADINAE WAbantis levubu [White-cloaked




blue

Family | Subfamily [Scientific name| Common name | Seen | 2024/04/18 | 2024/04/19 | 2024/04/20 | 2024/04/21 | 202404122 | 2024/04/23 | 2024/04/24 | 2024/04/25 [ 2024/04/26 | 2024/04/27 | 2024/04/28 | 2024/04/29
Krantzkloof Harold Fort Pearson Dlinza Nkandla oNgoye StLucia Nibela Nibela Kuleni False Bay Mtunzini
Johnson Mandawe Enseleni
HESPERIDAE [TAGIADINAE  Wbantis paradisea  [-1ic2n paradise-
[skipper
HESPERIIDAE [TAGIADINAE  Wbantis pillaana [Ragged paradise-
[skipper
HESPERIIDAE  [TAGIADINAE Abantis venosa eined paradise-skipper|
[Eagris nottoana N n
HESPERIIDAE [TAGIADINAE hottoana Rufous-winged elfin X X X X
HESPERIIDAE [TAGIADINAE Eretis djaelaelae Marbled elf
HESPERIIDAE  [TAGIADINAE Eretis umbra umbra  [Small marbled elf
HESPERIIDAE [TAGIADINAE Eretis sp [ELf X
HESPERIIDAE [TAGIADINAE ISarangesa motozi [Elfin skipper X X X
HESPERIIDAE [TAGIADINAE [Sarangesa phidyle [Small elfin
HESPERIDAE [TAGIADINAE ~ [J/2nBesaseineri o, oifin X
durbana
HESPERIIDAE [TAGIADINAE [Tagiades flesus [Clouded forester X X X X X X X
LYCAENIDAE  APHNAEINAE Aloeides aranda [vellow russet
LYCAENIDAE |APHNAEINAE  [\(0¢ides damarensis o, s rysset
damarensis
LYCAENIDAE APHNAEINAE Wloeides henningi Hillside russet
LYCAENIDAE Pt Aloeides Natal russet
LYCAENIDAE APHNAEINAE Wloeides swanepoeli |Grassland russet
LYCAENIDAE  APHNAEINAE Wloeides taikosama  |Dusky russet X
LYCAENIDAE  APHNAEINAE 's highflier
LYCAENIDAE [APHNAEINAE ~ [XIoCersesamanga g, o, ocarier X
amanga
LYCAENIDAE  APHNAEINAE Wxiocerses croesus  |Dark-banded scarlet
LYCAENIDAE [APHNAEINAE  [OC€rsestoane e, o scartet X X
tioane
LYCAENIDAE Pt urple gem
LYCAENIDAE APHNAEINAE  [C7ioroselas Briltant gem
pseudozeritis
LYCAENIDAE |APHNAEINAE  [CPYSOMMIS CRIYSAOr yaui gpa
natalensis
LYCAENIDAE |APHNAEINAE  [CPYSOritis phosphor g oo ocartet
borealis
LYCAENIDAE  APHNAEINAE (Cigaritis ella Ella's silverline
LYCAENIDAE Pt (Cigaritis
LYCAENIDAE  |APH Cigaritis INatal silverline X X X X X
LYCAENIDAE  APHNAEINAE (Cigaritis phanes [Silvery silverline
LYCAENIDAE  |MILETINAE Lachnocnema bibulus |Common woolly legs
LYCAENIDAE  |MILETINAE Lachnocnema durbani |D'Urban's woolly legs X
LYCAENIDAE  |MILETINAE fachnocnemalaches | pied woolly X X
LYCAENIDAE  |MILETINAE [Thestor basuta basuta |Basuto skolly
LYCAENIDAE |POLYOMMATINAEWctizera lucida Rayed blue X
nthene amarah Black striped ciliate
LYCAENIDAE ~ |POLYOMMATINAE| lamarah blue X X X X X X
LYCAENIDAE ~ POLYOMMATINAE[\71EMe Aefinita lto opiye ciliate blue X
definita
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATI dulcis dulcis ciliate blue
LYCAENIDAE  [POLYOMMATINAEMAnthene larydas [Spotted ciliate blue X X X X X X X
LYCAENIDAE ~ poLYOMMATINAE['"t1ene lemnos Large ciliate blue X X
lemnos
LYCAENIDAE |POLYOMMATINAEAnthene liodes bihe  |Light ciliate blue
LYCAENIDAE |POLYOMMATINAEAnthene livida livida ~ |Pale ciliate blue
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATINAEAnthene millari [Estcourt ciliate blue
LYCAENIDAE  POLYOMMATINAE[\"ene minima Littie ciliate blue
iminima
LYCAENIDAE ~ |POLYOMMATINAE| Anthfz{ne otacilia [Trimen's ciliate blue
jotacilia
LYCAENIDAE [POLYOMMATINAEAnthene princeps ILebombo ciliate blue
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATINAE/Anthene talboti [Savanna ciliate blue
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATINAEWAzanus jesous [Topaz babul blue X ‘ X X X X
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATINAEAzanus mirza IPale babul blue X ‘ X X
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATINAEzanus moriqua [Black-bordered babul N ‘ X X




Family | Subfamily [Scientific name| Common name | Seen | 2024/04/18 | 2024/04/19 | 2024/04/20 | 2024/04/21 | 202404122 | 2024/04/23 | 2024/04/24 | 2024/04/25 [ 2024/04/26 | 2024/04/27 | 2024/04/28 | 2024/04/29
Krantzkloof Harold Fort Pearson Dlinza Nkandla oNgoye StLucia Nibela Nibela Kuleni False Bay Mtunzini
Johnson Mandawe Enseleni
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATINAEWAzanus natalensis INatal babul blue X X X X
LYCAENIDAE ~ [POLYOMMATINAE{Azanus ubaldus ;ﬁ:‘ft's"‘me“ babut
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATI ie blue
LYCAENIDAE |[POLYOMMATINAE|Cacyreus fracta fracta [Water geranium bronze
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATINAE|Cacyreus lingeus Bush bronze X X X X X X
LYCAENIDAE  POLYOMMATINAE|Cacyreus marshalli g;";g“ geranium X
LYCAENIDAE [POLYOMMATINAE|Cacyreus virilis IMocker bronze X
LYCAENIDAE |[POLYOMMATINAE|Crudaria leroma [Silver spotted grey
LYCAENIDAE ~ |POLYOMMATINAE g’;‘s’:l’:"”s’s CISSUS lcommon meadow blue X
LYCAENIDAE ~ POLYOMMATINAE[/P/00PSIS JObates lr.yio meadow blue
jobates
LYCAENIDAE ~ POLYOMMATINAE[ <0C1YS0PS White-tipped ash blue X
hippocrates
[Eicochrysops
LYCAENIDAE |POLYOMMATINAEmessapus [Cupreous ash blue X
LYCAENIDAE [POLYOMMATINAEEuchrysops barkeri Barker's smoky blue X X
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATINAEEuchrysops dolorosa  [Sabie smoky blue
LYCAENIDAE [POLYOMMATINAE[Euchrysops malathana (Grey smoky blue X
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATINAEEuchrysops osiris [Osiris smoky blue X X X
LYCAENIDAE |[POLYOMMATINAE[Euchrysops subpallida [Ashen smoky blue
LYCAENIDAE |POLYOMMATINAEFreyeria trochylus [Grass jewel blue X
LYCAENIDAE ~ POLYOMMATINAE[ c/™/0laus caeculus L, o hairstreak
caeculus
LYCAENIDAE ~ POLYOMMATINAE[ /POYCaenabuxtont g . s nairstreak
buxtoni
LYCAENIDAE ~ POLYOMMATINAE[ YPOYcaena [Coastal hairstreak
lochmophila
LYCAENIDAE  POLYOMMATINAE o P! X ‘ X X X X X X X
LYCAENIDAE |POLYOMMATINAE|Lampides boeticus IPea blue X ‘ X X X
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATINAE| ysops g y giant cupid
LYCAENIDAE ~ POLYOMMATINAE[-SP/d0Chrsops IPatrician giant cupid
lpatricia
LYCAENIDAE ~ POLYOMMATINAE[-SPid0ChySops [Twin-spot giant cupid
plebeia plebeia
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATINAE|Leptotes babaulti Babault's zebra blue
LYCAENIDAE |POLYOMMATINAE|Leptotes jeanneli Jeannel's zebra blue
Leptotes pirithous
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATINAE| [Common zebra blue
pirithous
LYCAENIDAE ~ POLYOMMATINAE-CPt0tes pulchra ia blue
pulchra
LYCAENIDAE  [POLYOMMATINAE|Leptotes sp Zebra blue X ‘ X X X X X X X X X X X
LYCAENIDAE [POLYOMMATINAE|Orachrysops ariadne  [Karkloof cupid X ‘ X
LYCAENIDAE  [POLYOMMATINAE|Oraidium barberae IDwarf blue X ‘ X X
lp:
LYCAENIDAE ~POLYOMMATINAE] Seudonacaduba o\ o iine biue
sichela sichela
LYCAENIDAE ~ [POLYOMMATINAE[ 2"/Cus bowkeri Chequered pierrot
bowkeri
LYCAENIDAE [POLYOMMATINAE([Tarucus sybaris sybaris[Dotted pierrot
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATINAE|Tuxentius calice hite pie
LYCAENIDAE  |POLYOMMATINAE|//Xentius melaena g\ o\ bie X X X X X X X X X
imelaena
LYCAENIDAE |POLYOMMATINAERintha hintza hintza Hintza pierrot
LYCAENIDAE  [POLYOMMAT ia knysna kny grass blue X X X X X X X X X
LYCAENIDAE |[POLYOMMATINAEVzina otis antanossa [Dark grass blue
LYCAENIDAE ~ |POLYOMMATINAEZizula hylax [Tiny grass blue X
LYCAENIDAE PORITINAE  [(@enaamazoula oo 51y
pmazoula
LYCAENIDAE |PORITIINAE Baliochila aslanga INatal mottled buff X
LYCAENIDAE  [PORITIINAE Baliochila lipara LLipara mottled buff
LYCAENIDAE  [PORITIINAE (Cnodontes Bushveld plain buff
lpenningtoni
LYCAENIDAE ~ [PORITIINAE petoneura millari Millar's large buff
millari
LYCAENIDAE  |PORITIINAE Ornlphz_)lldotos» . La»rgt»a glasswing/White
lpeucetia penningtoni  [mimic
LYCAENIDAE  [PORITIINAE [pentila tropicalis ISpotted buff X X X X X X X

tropicalis
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LYCAENIDAE  [PORITIINAE [Teriomima zuluana {Zulu yellow buff X
LYCAENIDAE [THECLINAE Deudorix antalus IBrown playboy X X X
LYCAENIDAE [THECLINAE |peudorixdariaves | 2c\-and-orange
lplayboy
LYCAENIDAE [THECLINAE Deudorix dinochares  |Apricot playboy
IDeudorix dinomenes
LYCAENIDAE  [THECLINAE _ lorange playboy
dinomenes
LYCAENIDAE [THECLINAE ix diocles [Orange-barred playboy X X X X
LYCAENIDAE [THECLINAE Deudorix vansoni [Small playboy
LYCAENIDAE [THECLINAE lolaus aemulus [Short line sapphire
i low-banded
LYCAENIDAE  [THECLINAE olaus ataly
natalica lsapphire
LYCAENIDAE |[THECLINAE folaus lulua hite spotted sapphire
LYCAENIDAE  [THECLINAE olaus mimosae Mimosa sapphire X
Imimosae
LYCAENIDAE |[THECLINAE lolaus pallene [Saffron sapphire
LYCAENIDAE |[THECLINAE lolaus sidus IRed-line sapphire X X
LYCAENIDAE [THECLINAE lolaus silarus silarus  (Straight-line sapphire X X
LYCAENIDAE [THECLINAE lolaus silas [Southern sapphire
LYCAENIDAE [THECLINAE lolaus trimeni [Trimen's sapphire
LYCAENIDAE  [THECLINAE ¢ 8OTEIAS ;i ac-based black-ey X X
gorgias
LYCAENIDAE [THECLINAE Leptomyrina hirundo  [Tailed black-eye X
LYCAENIDAE  [THECLINAE [Myrina dermaptera o o fic tree blue X
dermaptera
LYCAENIDAE [THECLINAE Myrina silenus ficedula|Common fig tree blue X
LYCAENIDAE  THECLINAE IStugeta bowkeri tearei [-0"Ker's marbled
lsapphire
NYMPHALIDAE BIBLIDINAE [ Y212 anvatara lAfrican Joker X X X
lacheloia
INYMPHALIDAE [BIBLIDINAE Byblia ilithyia [Spotted joker X X X
NYMPHALIDAE BIBLIDINAE [ /V?eta diyope [Gotden piper X X X X X X X X X X X X
angulata
Eurytela hiarbas " "
INYMPHALIDAE [BIBLIDINAE bngustata Pied piper X X X X X X X X X
ISevenia boisduvali " .
INYMPHALIDAE [BIBLIDINAE lboisduvali Boisduval's tree nymph X X X X X X X X
NYMPHALIDAE [BIBLIDINAE ISevenia morantii IMorant's tree nymph
INYMPHALIDAE [BIBLIDINAE ISevenia natalensis Bronze tree-nymph X X X X
INYMPHALIDAE [BIBLIDINAE ISevenia rosa Lilac tree-nymph
NYMPHALIDAE (CHARAXINAE  [C2raxes achaemenes
INYMPHALIDAE [CHARAXINAE  [Charaxesbrutus  Southern White-barred X X X X X X X X X
NYMPHALIDAE [CHARAXINAE  [Charaxes d X X X X X X X X X X X
NYMPHALIDAE [CHARAXINAE ~ [CPAr@XESCastor gy charaes
flavifasciatus
NYMPHALIDAE [CHARAXINAE ~ [C2r@xescithaeron gy o cvotted charaxes X X X X X X X X X
cithaeron
INYMPHALIDAE [CHARAXINAE ~ [CP2r@Xes IUCEANus gy o barred charaxes
druceanus
NYMPHALIDAE [CHARAXINAE ~ [CP2/aXESetesipe o e torest charaxes
tavetensis
(Charaxes ethalion
INYMPHALIDAE |CHARAXINAE lethation [Coast charaxes X X X X X X X X X
(Charaxes jahlusa
INYMPHALIDAE |CHARAXINAE Lrgynnides Pearl-spotted charaxes X ‘ X X X
NYMPHALIDAE (CHARAXINAE  [Charaxeskarkloof oot charaes
karkloof
INYMPHALIDAE |CHARAXINAE (Charaxes phaeus IDemon charaxes
INYMPHALIDAE [CHARAXINAE (Charaxes protoclea IFlame-bordered
azota [charaxes
NYMPHALIDAE [CHARAXINAE ~ [CT1ar@XeS Satumus o o araxes
lsaturnus
NYMPHALIDAE |CHARAXINAE (Charaxes vansoni 'an Son's charaxes
NYMPHALIDAE [CHARAXINAE ~ [CHArXeSVaranes oo, caraxes X X X X X X X
varanes
INYMPHALIDAE |CHARAXINAE ICharaxes wakefieldi |[Forest queen
INYMPHALIDAE [CHARAXINAE ~ [CP2/@XeSXIBAIes e, oy ying charaxes X
penningtoni
INYMPHALIDAE |CHARAXINAE ICharaxes zoolina [Club-tailed charaxes X X X X X X X X
INYMPHALIDAE |DANAINAE fimauris albimaculata | uan: | ayman friar
@lbimaculata
INYMPHALIDAE |DANAINAE fmauris echeria [Chief, chief friar

lecheria




cloanthe
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INYMPHALIDAE |DANAINAE fimauris niavius [Friar, common friar
INYMPHALIDAE |DANAINAE Wmauris ochlea ochlea [Novice, novice friar X
Danaus chrysippus [African monarch, Plain
INYMPHALIDAE |DANAINAE borientis kiger X X X X X X X X X X
INYMPHALIDAE [HELICONIINAE |Acraea boopis boopis [Rainforest acraea X
INYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE craea horta [Garden acraea larva
INYMPHALIDAE [HELICONIINAE |Acraea machequena [Machequenaacraea
NYMPHALIDAE [HELICONIINAE Wcraea neobule Wandering donkey
neobule facraea
INYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE  Acraea satis [East-coast acraea
NYMPHALIDAE HELICONINAE ~[CeMaiStes aganice o,y yangerer X ‘ X X X X X X
laganice
NYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE ayresii leopard X ‘ X
b .
NYMPHALIDAE HELICONINAE [ 2790PSHS lPolka dot
punctatissima
INYMPHALIDAE [HELICONIINAE :Zf;fi;"" eurytis Forest leopard X ‘ X X X X cf X
Phalanta phalantha N
NYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE bethiopica (African leopard X ‘ X X X X
INYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE |[Rubraea acrita Fiery acraea .
INYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE |Rubraea cerasa cerasa [Tree-top acraea X ‘ X
IRubraea nohara f
NYMPHALIDAE |HELICONIINAE Light red acraea
nohara
INYMPHALIDAE [HELICONIINAE |Rubraea petraea Blood-red acraea X ‘ X X X X
INYMPHALIDAE [HELICONIINAE |Rubraea violarum [Speckled red acraea .
NYMPHALIDAE |HELICONIINAE [CL potted acraea X X
INYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE IStephenia axina Little acraea
INYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE  [Stephenia lygus lLygus acraea
INYMPHALIDAE [HELICONIINAE  |Stephenia natalica INatal acraea X X X X X X X X X
INYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE [Stephenia oncaea indow acraea X X
INYMPHALIDAE [HELICONIINAE [Telchinia anacreon [Orange acraea
INYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE (Telchinia burni IPale-yellow acraea
INYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE [Telchinia cabira [Vellow-banded acraea X X X X X
[Telchinia encedon "
INYMPHALIDAE [HELICONIINAE White-barred acraea X X X X X X X
lencedon
INYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE  Telchinia esebria Dusky acraea X X X X X X X X
INYMPHALIDAE [HELICONIINAE [Telchinia igola IDusky-veined acraea X X X
INYMPHALIDAE |HELICONIINAE  [Telchinia rahira rahira |Marsh acraea
INYMPHALIDAE |HELICONIINAE  [Telchinia serena IDancing acraea X X X
INYMPHALIDAE [HELICONIINAE [Tildia acara acara [Acara acraea X X
INYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE  [Tildia anemosa Broad-bordered acraea
INYMPHALIDAE HELICONIINAE |/ Fabbaiae IClear-wing acraea
perlucida
INYMPHALIDAE [LIBYTHEINAE Libythea laius laius [African snout X X
NYMPHALIDAE |IMENITIDINAE [C/Ot0@ alcimeda g4+ iing gtider X X
grimeni
NYMPHALIDAE [LIMENITIDINAE [C/MOthoe coranus g, ie atider X X X
coranus
INYMPHALIDAE LIMENITIDINAE ~ [[Pfiaedraneophron g\ 1 andeq forester X X
lneophron
NYMPHALIDAE [LIMENITIDINAE |[Euryphura achlys Mottled-green nymph
INYMPHALIDAE [LIMENITIDINAE fowl butterfly
INYMPHALIDAE |LIMENITIDINAE  |eptis goochii IStreaked sailer X X X X X
INYMPHALIDAE [LIMENITIDINAE Weptis jordani ordan's sailer
INYMPHALIDAE [LIMENITIDINAE Weptis kiriakoffi Kiriakoff's sailer
INYMPHALIDAE [LIMENITIDINAE Weptis laeta [Common barred sailer X X X
Weptis saclava .
INYMPHALIDAE [LIMENITIDINAE tt [
Inarpessa [Spotted sailer X X X X X X X
IPseudacraea N ,
INYMPHALIDAE [LIMENITIDINAE lboisduvalii trimenii [Trimen's false acraea X X X X
lp:
INYMPHALIDAE LIMENITIDINAE [ 6/0Cr363 €UV 16 wanderer X X
imitator
IPseudacraea lucretia "
NYMPHALIDAE [LIMENITIDINAE karquinea False chief X X X X X
NYMPHALIDAE INYMPHALINAE |C2facroptera cloanthe o, .
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INYMPHALIDAE INYMPHALINAE [ /POlimnas anthedon i, o\, diadem X X X X X
INYMPHALIDAE INYMPHALINAE | /P!imnas deceptor lge . ive diadem
deceptor
INYMPHALIDAE [NYMPHALINAE  |Hypolimnas misippus |Common diadem X X X
INYMPHALIDAE [NYMPHALINAE  Junonia elgiva [Soldier pansy X X X
NYMPHALIDAE [NYMPHALINAE  Junonia hierta cebrene |Yellow pansy X X X
NYMPHALIDAE |NYMPHALINAE "‘;‘::;Z"a'a"ca lBrown commodore X X X X X X X
INYMPHALIDAE [NYMPHALINAE o‘;”’,‘:"':: oenone IDark blue pansy X X X X X X X
INYMPHALIDAE [NYMPHALINAE ~ U70Ma0rithya e o biue pansy
Imadagascariensis
INYMPHALIDAE [NYMPHALINAE |Precis antilope IDarker commodore
INYMPHALIDAE INYMPHALINAE [ /¢S archesia |Garden commodore X
archesia
INYMPHALIDAE INYMPHALINAE |Precis ceryne ceryne [Marsh commodore
INYMPHALIDAE INYMPHALINAE [ /¢S 0¢tavia |Gaudy commodore X
[gesamus
INYMPHALIDAE INYMPHALINAE  [Precis tugela tugeta |- \e2f Or Eared
[commodore
Mother-of.
NYMPHALIDAE [NYMPHALINAE [Clouded Mot
hebulosa pearl
iProtogoniomorpha
NYMPHALIDAE NYMPHALINAE | 75" ¢ Mother-of-pearl X ‘ X X X X X X X X
INYMPHALIDAE [NYMPHALINAE  [Vanessa cardui Painted lady X ‘ X X X
NYMPHALIDAE INYMPHALINAE V:anessa hippomene Sout_hem short-tailed
hippomene fadmiral
INYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE P [Table in beauty
Bicyclus anynana L
INYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE Lnynana ISquinting bush brown X X X X X
INYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE Bicyclus ena [Grizzled bush brown .
INYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE IBicyclus safitza safitza ::2;::“3"5" bush X X X X X X X X X X X X
NYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE [rakefieldia perspicua .« patrolter X X
perspicua
INYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE brown X X
INYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE ICoenyra hebe [Zulu shadefly X X X X X X
INYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE Melanitis leda [Common evening brown [N ‘ X X
Paralethe
INYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE bendrophius atina  FOTeStPeaUY .
Paralethe
INYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE bendrophilus indosa  FOTeStbeauty X ‘ X X X
INYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE Physcaeneura panda |Dark-webbed ringlet X ‘ X X
ilver-bott
NYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE ) fFatse
Imagoides brown
INYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE Ypthima asterope i an ringlet
p
INYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE Ypthima granulosa [Granular ringlet
INYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE Ypthima impura Impure ringlet
paupera
INYMPHALIDAE [SATYRINAE Ypthima sp Ringlet X
PAPILIONIDAE [PAPILIONINAE  [C/2PPiUm angolanus L, .12 white tady
angolanus
PAPILIONIDAE [PAPILIONINAE P antheus lLarge striped swordtail X X X
PAPILIONIDAE [PAPILIONINAE  |Graphium colonna IMamba swordtail X
(Graphium leonidas N N
PAPILIONIDAE |PAPILIONINAE . eined swordtail X X X X X
leonidas
PAPILIONIDAE [PAPILIONINAE  |Graphium morania hite lady
PAPILIONIDAE PAPILIONINAE [O72PPium policenes \q. .\ triped swordtail X
policenes
PAPILIONIDAE PAPILIONINAE  [C72Phium porthaon \o o ctriped swordtai
porthaon
PAPILIONIDAE PAPILIONINAE | 2PIt0 constantinus o, . 46 cwallowtail X X
constantinus
PAPILIONIDAE PAPILIONINAE | 2P0 [Mocker X X X X X X X X X X X X
cenea Flying Handkerchief
Papilio demodocus " .
PAPILIONIDAE PAPILIONINAE | = " o [Citrus swallowtail X X X X X X X X X X X
PAPILIONIDAE [PAPILIONINAE [ 2PItio echerioides  [White-banded X X
PAPILIONIDAE PAPILIONINAE  |Papilio nireus lyaeus [0 cc-banded X X X X X X X X X X
P v swallowtail
PAPILIONIDAE [PAPILIONINAE [ 2P1lio ophidicephalusie o o\ < vatlowtail
phalusco
PAPILIONIDAE PAPILIONINAE | 2PI10 OPhidicephalus e o\ wallowtail
guluensis
PIERIDAE ICOLIADINAE (Catopsilia florella |African migrant X X X X X X X X X X X X
PIERIDAE ICOLIADINAE (Colias electo electo  |African clouded yellow
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PIERIDAE  [COLIADINAE  [Furema brigitta brigitta B;'l’lf):;h'"dmd grass X X
PIERIDAE ICOLIADINAE Eurema_ desjardinsii  |African angled grass X X
vegularis ellow
PIERIDAE ICOLIADINAE [Eurema floricola lUniform grass yellow X cf
Eurema hecabe ;
PIERIDAE ICOLIADINAE lsolifera IAfrican grass yellow X cf
PIERIDAE ryas leda |Autumn leaf vagrant X X X X X
PIERIDAE IPIERINAE Wppias epaphia [Eastern diverse X X X
PIERIDAE IPIERINAE Wppias sabina phoebe [East african albatross X X X X
PIERIDAE [PIERINAE Belenois aurota Pioneer caper white
PIERIDAE  PIERINAE petenois creona lafrican caper white X X X X X X X X X X X
lseverina
Belenois gidica . .
PIERIDAE IPIERINAE bbyssinica lPointed caper white X X X X X X X
PIERIDAE IPIERINAE Belenois thysa thysa [False dotted border X X X X X X
PIERIDAE  PIERINAE petenois zochalia ¢ o5t caper white
ochalia
PIERIDAE [PIERINAE [Colotis annae annae (Scarlet tip
PIERIDAE IPIERINAE (Colotis antevippe g4 tip
gavisa
PIERIDAE IPIERINAE (Colotis auxo auxo [Sulphur orange tip X X X X X X
PIERIDAE [PIERINAE [Colotis calais calais  [Topaz arab
PIERIDAE [PIERINAE (Colotis erone [Coast purple tip
(Colotis euippe N
Pl
PIERIDAE IERINAE omphate [smoky orange tip X X X X X X X
PIERIDAE IPIERINAE [Colotis evagore lsmall orange tip
pntigone
PIERIDAE PIERINAE (Colotis evenina lorange tip
evenina
PIERIDAE PIERINAE (Colotis ione Bushveld purple tip
PIERIDAE [PIERINAE [Colotis pallene Bushveld orange tip X
PIERIDAE IPIERINAE Colotis regina [Queen purple tip X X
(Colotis vesta " "
PIERIDAE PIERINAE brgittaceus ‘eined tip X X X X
PIERIDAE [PIERINAE Dixeia charina charina |African small white
PIERIDAE IPIERINAE IDixeia doxo parva B:’;:"’e'"“ smalt X X
PIERIDAE IPIERINAE Dixeia pigea (Ant-heap white X X X X X
PIERIDAE PIERINAE Dixeia spilleri [Sulphur small white X X X X
PIERIDAE PIERINAE Eronia cleodora Vine-leaf vagrant X X X X X X
PIERIDAE IPIERINAE [eptosiaalcesta lAfrican wood white X X X X X X X X X X X
Mylothris agathina
Pl
PIERIDAE IERINAE bgathina [Common dotted border X X X X X
PIERIDAE IPIERINAE [1ytothris rueppellii —ir iy dotted border X
lhaemus
PIERIDAE Ty is trimenia [Trimen's dotted border X
Wepheronia argia
PIERIDAE PIERINAE ariegata Large vagrant X X X X X X
Wepheronia buquetii .
PIERIDAE IPIERINAE buguetii Buquet's vagrant X X X
b7 —
PIERIDAE  PIERINAE inacopteryx eriphia b enra white
leriphia
PIERIDAE [PIERINAE PPontia helice helice  |Common meadow white
PIERIDAE [PIERINAE [Teracolus eris eris Banded gold tip X
PIERIDAE emon traveller




