Weldlfe Holidays

Kackars, Turkey

Holiday Reportl2-21 July2019
led by
Martin Warren, Yiannis Christophides & Mert Gunal

Orange Hermit (Harry Faull)

Greenwings Wildlife Holidays
Tel: 01473 254658

Web:www.greenwings.co.uk

Email:enquiries@qgreenwings.co.uk

© Greenwings 2019


http://www.greenwings.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@greenwings.co.uk

Introduction

This was thehird Greenwings trip to thesee thewide range obutterflies and plants in the Kackar
mountainsofnorthS I 4G ¢ dzNJ Sed® ¢ KSaS NHzZZASR Y2dzydlAya NxaS$s
part ofthe Caucasus mountaitisat are recognised as global biodiversity hotspot. The Kagkars ane

extremely rich area for butteritts with over 200esident species.

The River Coruand its tributary, the BarhdlAltiparmakriver, lieat the heart of the Kackaand the

centreof the trip exploredtheir upperreaches at altitudes of 1,3@02,300m. The area consists of steep

sided valleys with dry Mediterranean vegetation, typically with dense woodland and trees in the valley
bottoms interspersed with small hapeadows. In the upgr reaches these merge into alpine meadows
GAOK S0 FfdzAKSAa YR FSg G(GNBSad ¢ KthankekatlosadiIjo3ry 2 dzy i
metres.

The tour was centred around the charming little villages of Barhal and Olgunlar, the latterabéieg

furthest end of the valley that you can reach by car. The area is very remote and only accessed by a narrow
road that winds its way up the valley provididgamaticviews that change with every turn. The tour

started and ended at the city &rzuum, located at 1,90m and surrounded by a flat plain before the high
mountains startDue to last minute changes in flight times by Turlislines we amended the itinerary,

going straight into the mountains on Day 1 and visiting the Gungormez valkbe ¢est dayinstead of the

first. Twelveguests joined our three guides and we again had the excellent serviEadikfagiriver.

Butterfly names are in English after Ahmet Baytas (2007) Field Guide to Butterflies of Turkey. A full checklist
of localties sightings with scientific naméesgiven at the end

The Hastaf Valley above Olgunlar, with the high peak of Kackar Dagi beyond (Tony Hos
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Day 1: 13" July2019

After ahot night in the bustling city of Erzurum, we made an early stadt the mountainsorth of the

city. Qur first stop was a track by the road that ran alongside the Tortum River. dla@ggrow strip of

woodland wasnterspersed withpatches of dry grassland and a few small allotments. Almost immediately

we saw a South@ White Admiral flit past together with a fegraceful Swallowtails and Scarce
SwallowtailsGolden Orioles pipebbudly above the sound of the rivelVe saw severalvhites, which

turned out to bemainly Southern Small White and the occasidvlalintain Small White. Soon a cry went

dzLJ 2F GhNIy3aS I SN¥YAGE YR ¢S I+ GKSNBR vliwzy R (2 a8
vetches and: A LIBMgIAss. Wead our first views of several Fritillaries, inchgliSpotted, Silvewashed,
DarkGreSy YR bA20S® az2ad aLISOGF Odz I NJ 2F érfies. 6+ a GKS
Amongst the brownsvere Balkan Marbled White, Eastern Rock Grayling, Great Banded Grayling and
Amasian Satyr. We spotted a few Brown Argus as well as some Agusdédeesmost of which have a
characteristiovhite stripe on the under hindwing. They are notorioulsy difficult to identify, with over 30

species found in Turkey, but we were certain of Iphigenea Blue and Poseidon Blue.

Our second stop was by the oldadto Uzundere where we had been tipped off that there were a good

array of coppers. Sure enough, by a small stream we were thrilled to see the stunning Fiery Copper, with its
brilliant orange wings quite unlike other coppers. We also had good vielsssdr Fiery Copper, Sooty

Copper, Purpleshot Copper and Small Copper, the laftethe dark form found in Turkey. A few

Brimstones were found nectaring, among them some Powdered Brimstones, distinguistiedadyitish

uppersides to their antennae and mo@NA y 1 f @ KAYRgAYy3Id 2SS | faz2 &l g 2dzN
Chalkhill Blue the latterlooking like a more vibrant version of our own CHailk A few lucky people had

our first sighting of lonian Emperor, which we fortunately saw again sevaraston the trip.

We then continuedo follow the road alongside the TortuRiver until it merged with th€oruh, which

leads into the town of Yusefeli. We were once again amazed that this town of 20,000 people is due to be
flooded by a controversial dam and hydroelectric sche®w:. third stop was the track down fromeh

village of Dereici above where a new doa being bored through the mountains to replace the road due to
be flooded in the valley bottom. It was by now late in the day and a few clouds meant that butterflies were
becoming less active. We saw a several Stadied Blues and a single Little Tiddue.After a slort stop,

we travelled on to the smallilage of Barhal where our Pepsinestled on a steep hill amongst lush
woodlands. Our cases were carried up by an electric psiystem that proved simple but effective!

PlantsseenincludedStop 1:Peganum harmala, Echium vulgare, Xeranthemum annuun, Consolida so.
Colutea cilicica, Cotynus corrygiiop 2:Ajugachamaepitys Cenopodium botrys, Tribulus terrest8sop 3
Adiantus capilluseneris, Campanula rapunculus, Dianthus orientalis

Fiery Copper (Harry Faull) Lesser Fierv Copper (Harry Fau Powdered BrimstonéNigel Peacg
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Day 2: 14' July 2019

We had arexcellent breakfasat the Barhal Pension amdade an early start toatch the best part of the

day for photographyln a small meadow just outside the hotel, we had our first sightingiseofovely

Zephyr BlugBlue Argus Y R w S @ S NaRdfwhi@rawe saiv dzSiiany subsequent days on the itje.
then walked down the narrow road towards Barhal village amongst tall woodland where many butterflies
were nectaringat a convenient heightn the Dwarf Elder. Wikad good views ofloe Hairseaks and Large
Skippers as well numero@lverwashed, Marbled andéieath Fritillariesand Ninespotted Moths all

getting stuck into this important nectar source. An lonian Emperor flew past but did not stay.

Our second stop was on the road to Yaylalar, a few kilometres above Barhal. Here we saw our first Apollo,
flying effortlessly down the mountakside and along the river. We were also pleasedde several Blaeck
veined Whites as well as a single High Brown FritiladSouthern Commarhe Dwarf Elder again proved

a magnet, with both llex and Sloe Hairstreak frejuemongst numerous fritillarieand Scotch Arguse®n

one plant, we found an Osiris Bluectaiing inconspicuouslgiown amongst the white flowers. We

followed several Eastern Rock Graylings along the road, where they basked by leaning over to Gatoh the

We then drove back down through Barhal and turned updiuevalley to Pisenkaya. Our journey was
stopped short byerosion to the river bank, which had caused the road to tumble into the river. We realised
that this must be a common occurrence irele steep sided valleys where the roads have no choice but to
hug the sides diastflowing rivers. A digger was already deep down in the river, bringing up huge rocks to
rebuild the bank. While walking down, we had fantastic views of an lonian Emperch pibsed for long
periodson Dwarf Elder. We all enjoyed seeing the subtle colours of its hindwings as well as the dramatic
markings on its upperside. We had our first sightings of Scarce Copper, with its conspicuous white spots on
its hindwings, which diérentiates it from other copperdy now many butterflies were feeding on the wet
mud, including scores of Scotch Argus and Southern Small WiNMeealso had good views of Aedon Blue,
one of the largest blues with chalky uppersides and plain un@ersgell as thebrighterblue of the Eros
Blue.Tony took a photo of an orange skipper which after he got back home was identified as Levantine
Skipper, the only one of the trigd few of us had amazing clegp views of Redronted SerinThere were
several nie dragonflies, including the skyue Southern SkimmeDdrthetrum brunneumAfter a long day a

few of us walked a littlenore of the road below the Permi before going for an excellent supper.

tflhylda aSB{yAYgOL BRR&ERY O dAE LIPS O dzil dzayIJ VSt A R2y A dzy Yl
t Ndzy St € @dzf 3 NAAas [@aAYFOKAL LidzyOGl dr = { Yo dzOdza
HYR dG20W ydzA | OK2NHMzZSyaraz hNRIIFydzy NRUOdzyRAF2¢E A dzy
t I LI OSKN) FEHMLIEY dzf | LISNBAOAF2f AL ST [/ SLIKEFEFNARFE FAIF Y
GOKAAOKIAYAASZ tStFINB2YyAdzY SyRf AORSINAA A2y ZOKH W IS/ Sy |

lonian Emperor (Harry Faull) Eros BlugMartin Warren) Aedon Blug(Martin Warren)
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Day 3: 1% July 2019

After asuperb breakfast, Mert had a surprise for us. He had obtained the keys to the Georgian Church next
door to the Pensyon. In former times, Barhal had been a major trading certtie mountains and

Muslims and Christians lived together in the village. The Church dates from'feat@during our last

two visits had been undergoing extensive renovatwith no access. Inside, Mert playgdunting music

on a Ney (Turkishiite) and told us about the church and its histofter this unique experience, we

ventured up the nearby Bacackilar Valley where we made two stops: at 1700m and by a junction at 1500m.

Geordfén Church at Barhal where Mgrtayed the Ney (Turkish FluteYMartin Warren)
At the first stop, we saw several False Heath Fritillaries, distinguished by their dark hindvsings| as our

first Marsh Fritillary Several Apollos floated by but did not stop. We were lucky to apatir of mating

Large Blues which posed conveniently for phobdgmerousblues were nectaring on the colourful

roadside plants, includingephyr¢ dzNJj dz2 A 8 S a Sf S 3 S NIShoRtailedy CoyhRénQa x ! S
FalseChalkhill, Iphigenea, and Damokfritillaries were also abundant including Heath, Spotted, Caucasian
Spotted, Silvewvashed, Dark Green, Queen of Spain, Marbled, Lesser Marbled andfatitwe had our

2yt e arA3aKGAYy3I 2F GKS o0SIdziAFdzZ £ @ YI NiotBhRrglsS@da N & ¢
few Eastern Rock Grayling.
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False Heath Fritillary (Tony H
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By the time of our luncistoplower down the valley, the temperatudead soaredd above35C and we
were glad ofa little shadeWe saw a single Adonis Blue to add to our listthate were noticeably fewer
butterfliesin the heat of the daySeveral bright yellow Ascalaphidsipelloides macaroniutoveed
around undauntedhs well as a few dragonflies over the river, includd@gnmon Darter

In the afternoon, we travelled up the Barhal valley above the Pension and walked back down amidst the
welcome shade. There were the usual fantastic array of fritillaries, hairstrelkes and coppers, many
nectaring on Dwarf Elder or mint that lined the road. We saw severaflgiag moths including Cream

spot Tiger, Jersey Tiger and Nsmotted. We also saw a large dragonfly with the marvellous name of the
Eastern Spectr€aliaeshna microstigmaln the late afternoon, Ben, Martin and Mert walked up the steep
narrow path to the ruined churcthat standshigh on the opposite hillside. On the way they saloag

nosed VipeWipera ammodytesn a recentlycut haymeadow fortunately at a safe distance

Plants seen includedsatis glauca, Carlina biebersteinii, Helichrysum plicatum, Tanacetum macrophyllum,
Heracleum platytaeniucm, Dianthus calocephalus, Epilobium stevenii, Teucrium pruinosum, Asplenium
septentrionale. Euonymuatifolius, Lathyrus pratensis
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Day 4: 18 July 2019

We left our lovely sylvan home in Barhal bright and eayl headed up the valley towards the small town

2F L@t fFN® VEEYyAaA2MEZYYSINEALN a0dz2NBE Ay ¢dzNJAaK | yR
that heads up to the high pastures after the snow has melted (which can be as late as May). On the way, we
stopped briefly at some modern white houses, where saw both Sloe and llédairstreaks but sadly no

Brown or Whiteletter Hairstreaks as last year. Several coppers shot around, stopping to nectar on mint,
including Small, Scarce, Sooty and Pughlet. Our second stop at some small iragadows wasot very
productive sowemovR 2y dzLJ G KS @I f {-3&¢ I2KXNEBKE KIORzia SNy t @S NB
years. By then, the weather had turned cloudy but still a few butterflies were seen puddling on the mud.
They included a nice group of Marsh Fritillaries as well as numétaas and Small and Essex Skippers.

Several other nice species were seen in the grassland, including Large Bldu@jledrglue and a good

range of fritillaries, including a very worn Glanville. An Eastern Bath White roosted right by us as we had

our lunch and we had our first view of a Dusky Steppe Brown (like a small Meadow Brown).

k ) ,‘." r i L) -~

-

Blue ArgugNigel Peack Caucasian Spotted Fritilla§Tony Hoar¢ False Chalkill Blue (Nigel Peack

After a good lunch, we continued up the Bartalley, through Yaylalar and up to Olgunhahich stands at

2200m The weather had brightened so we headed straight up through the rustic village where people live
cheek by jowl with their animal3he village paths are strewn with cow dung, but thisvidted good
opportunitiesto seepuddling butterflies. Once through the village, the valley widens considerably, giving
splendid views of the alpine pasture. Cattle are taken here to graze during the day and are taken back into
the village at night. Sadly, many areas are now abandonedavanahly saw a herd of c20 cattle up the

main Hastaf Valley. The butterflies were excellent, with large numbers seen puddling along the path and on
cow-pats. There were hundreds of bluggludingg »%SLIKE@NE ! YI YRIF QaX wWSOSNRAYQC
Argus to name but a few. The star of the show was a perfectly fresh Balkan Copper, which positively shone
in the late afternoonlight. We also saw several of the endemic crickets that live here inclidiigs o6 f I O]
SYRSYAOt B2 DOBENE P KEF AR A0St &6t ANDED BE B HIAHNBRANS Sy
Laz2 O N DAY (4 KSGERnidmbdénaziars, Batanium ibericum, Polygonum bistorta,
Stachys macrastachya, Rhynchocorys stricta, Dactylorhiza osmanica, Arnebia. pulchra

Damon Blue (L) and Iphigenea Blue (Rigel Peack

Balkan Coppe(Nigel Peack
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Day 5: 17 July 2019

Today was bright and clear and the butterflies were already beginning to gath#eanud outside the

hotel at 7.3@m. Straigt after breakfast, we headethrough the village of Olgunland walked slowly up

the main Hastaf Valley as far as a waterfall at around 240®m.number of butterflies gathering on the

mud was truly spectacular, with many hundreds jostling for position. We®d&ic 4 KI ¢ W3I NP dzLJa Q
O2f 2dzNBR 2NJ FFYAftASa 2F aLISOASE IFGKSNBR G23SGKSN
settle. Or maybe there is safety in numbers as many groups were persistently attacked by a family of White
Wagtails Either way, the blues huddled together, with a supporting cast of orange skippers to one end,

grizzled type skippers somewhere else, and fritillaries in another corner. It was a mesmerising sight and

quite difficult to pick out all the speciggsesent. W& saw over 60 species in this one day!

N .

Apollo (Tony Hoarg [ SRS NB N@artin Warter) |
As we walked onto the open grassland, we spotted a few healtichturned out to be the rather drab
60dzi NI NB FyR UGKNBFGISYSRUO [ SRSNENR&a | SFGK FyR (KS
by many Apollos, including a few that settled in front of Aidew pegle walked higher up to around
2800m and saw a @nderful array of plants includingr y 2 3&YW® | St A OKNE adzy LJX GA Ol G
t NA Ydz I | dzNK Gdiidk QS b A Gl yEAzeNAF SA X ! yIKSYA& YI NAOK|
Ol dzOl a A Odzy > S GISHNS I LIBgrUZA/RISMMEVN YO Xzt A &> / F YLI ydzf | &
2NASYyGFEfAAT ' AGNI YGALF YFEAYLF T {SRdzy Sy Sfdzys {SYL
R A 2dBe® Walked higher up the mountain and was stunned to see a Brown Bear, right out in the open in
broaddaylight! He beat a hasty retreat but caught a memorable photo from a safe distance!

After lunch at the Pensyon, we walked down the road as far as a small meadow and hut. Vast numbers of
butterflies were puddling all along the road so we made slow progresgasspected andried to

photograph all the different specieamid the throng, we were thrilled to see a Bosnian Blue, looking much
smaller and paler than the others. This is now thought to be a separate species from the Gavarni¢eBlue.
also saw a fevAlpine Ringlets, looking remarkably like Scotch Argus but with far less red on the hindwings.

Bosnian BlugTony Hoarg Scotch ArgugMartin Warren) Brown Bear (Ben Greenaway
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